
My Great Grandads War 

 

My Great Grandad, Clarence Graham was born on the 22nd of February 1919 

and he was from Kexborough, a small village in West Yorkshire. 

On the 1st of November 1939 he was called up to do 

his duty and went to Headingly in Leeds to complete 

his basic training to be a nurse. At the end of 

February 1940, he was sent to the Royal Army 

Medical Corp, 18th General Hospital to finish his 

training.  

His first posting was to France and he travelled via 

Southampton on a ship to Rouen and then finally 

Etaples where they set up a field hospital. The hospital was made up of tents 

and patients were operated on and cared for in these tents. He was based here 

until May 1940 when they had to retreat due to German bombing and he was 

eventually evacuated back to England.  

The summer of 1940 was spent working on a farm in England where he was 

paid £5 a week helping the farmers.  

In September 1940 he was sent to Edinburgh where he boarded a ship and set 

sail for Egypt. To get there, they had to sail round the whole of the continent of 

Africa as it was not safe to travel through the Mediterranean. When he arrived 

in Egypt, he was based in a tented field hospital on the banks of the Suez 

Canal. While in Egypt he treated a number of allied soldiers from East Africa as 

well as British Empire and other Commonwealth soldiers.  

 

He served in Egypt until late 1941 when he was 

ordered to board a transport ship called the 

“Volendam” to Singapore (see picture 

opposite). During the journey Singapore fell to 

the Japanese and the ship was diverted to 

Ceylon which is now modern-day Sri Lanka. If he 

had travelled 6 months earlier, he could have 

been captured during the fall of Singapore and 

spent the rest of war in a Japanese POW camp. 



He docked in Bombay 

India and eventually 

travelled to Bangalore 

in Southern India 

where he was 

involved in the setup 

of the hospital where 

he was to spend the rest of the war working.  

 

He was de-mobbed in May 1945 and he returned home to his family in 

Yorkshire and got married and started a family the next year. 

 

 


