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Dear Parent 
 
Welcome to our end of term newsletter. 

This newsletter highlights some of our many successes this year inspite of the restrictions and interruptions we 

have faced. While we appreciate this has been a challenging time we continue to be uplifted and inspired by the 

determination, resilience, leadership and service demonstrated across our school community. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support and encouragement this year and we 

all wish our school community a happy and safe holiday and look forward to welcoming back our pupils at 8.40 

am on Tuesday 17 August. S1 pupils have been asked to report to the GP hall and all other pupils should 

proceed directly to their Wellbeing and Attainment class for period 1. 

Stay safe and well. 

Best regards 

 
 

 
Mrs Trish Cameron 

MILNE’S HIGH SCHOOL 
June 2021 NEWSLETTER 

 
We are an aspirational community where the individual's potential 

is realised through opportunity and equity 



  Ongoing measures to combat COVID  
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The latest guidance issued to schools is to plan for the current measures to be in place after the 

holidays.  Therefore, we continue to ask that members of our school community: 

 
 do not attend school with any COVID-19 or wider symptoms 
 undertake regular testing 
 exercise good hygiene routines 
 follow the measures such as the one way system and wear face coverings, unless exempt 
 continue to order COVID-19 testing kits using the link on our website 

 
 

 

  Parent Council Update  

 
 
 
 
 
The next meeting of our Parent 

Council will be the AGM and this will be held 
on Zoom at 7pm on Monday 23 August 
2021. All parents are cordially invited. 

Please contact the chair, Mr Nick Chambers 
mhsparentcouncil@gmail.com for the link to the 

meeting. The Parent Council have a Facebook 
page which details their business, including 

exciting information and a video made by pupils 
to promote the parent partnership project to 

transform the school’s outdoor spaces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Awards Ceremony  
 

 

It is wonderful that our students continue to attain and achieve and 
we hope you enjoy this video version of this year’s ceremony. Prizes 

and trophies will be issued after the holidays. 

https://youtu.be/OMJkk7Xxm44 

http://www.milneshighschool.org.uk/
mailto:mhsparentcouncil@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/OMJkk7Xxm44


  Staffing News  
 

 

 

 

We have some very valued colleagues leaving us over the summer holidays due to retirement or moving to 
another area: 

Mrs Deborah Gordon retires after 25 years of service to the school as Principal Teacher of Home Economics and 34 
years in teaching. Mrs Shirley Laurie retires after over 6 years in our ASN department and almost 40 years as a 
teacher. Ms Lexi Kelbie, our teacher of PE and Dance, leaves us to take up a post in another area. We thank both 
these colleagues for their dedication to our young people and all their efforts to enhance the life of the school 
community.  We wish them all the very best in this next chapter. 

 
 

In August, we welcome colleagues who will take up these posts. Ms Katherine Keddie was recently appointed to the 
post of Principal Teacher of Home Economics. Mrs Deidre Christenson-Main has recently taken up the position of 
Teacher of ASN. Ms Laura Keay, who is currently our Newly Qualified Teacher (NQT) in PE has been appointed to the 
permanent position of Teacher of PE. We recently held interviews for Pupil Support Assistants (PSAs) and we are 
delighted to welcome Mrs Michelle Cooper. 

 
 

We are also looking forward to welcoming three NQTs to our team: Ms Cora Meechan in the PE department, Miss 
Niamh Ross in the Modern Studies department and Mr Michael de’Bruin in the Physics/Science department. 

 
 

A number of other staff changes have happened during this term. Mrs Elaine Kelly, Senior Clerical Assistant, 
was seconded to another school and her position has been taken up by Mrs Jenny Liddell. Mrs Lynette Barber 
moves from her position in the office to the post of Inclusion Co-ordinator and interviews are being held at the 
end of term for her replacement. 

 
 

We have been fortunate to have our part-time staff increase their hours to cover absence within the team and I 
extend my gratitude to these and supply staff who have provided much needed coverage this past session. We 
thank Mrs Amanda MacKenzie who joined us on secondment this term as Principal Teacher of Guidance for all her 
support and care of the students. We look forward to welcoming back Mrs Sparkes to Spey House after the 
holidays. 
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  Standards and Quality information  
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This report will be available on our website and from our school office from September. The following is a summary 

of the information in the report. 



  S1 and S2 RSPB Wild Challenge  
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Two groups of our S1 and S2 students have been taking part in the RSPB Wild Challenge. They have all earned 
their Bronze certificate already! Well Done!! 

The group sessions have included various activities including tree planting, investigating the school grounds for 
wildlife and habitats and looking at ways to increase the biodiversity within the school grounds. 

The groups will be ending the sessions before the summer holidays with a pond dipping visit to Gordon Castle! 
 

 
 

 

  Milne’s High Science Tech — YouTube  

 

The you tube channel our Science Technician Mrs Louise Mair set up and populated with videos to help keep 
students engaged with practical science has gone from strength to strength. Started last May during lockdown, it 
now has over 35000 views and over 180 subscribers. The videos have been picked up and shared by Education 
Scotland , SSERC and even a media company in Los Angeles. 

It now has 89 videos that were all made to help the Science department at Milne’s High deliver lessons for ‘home 
learning’ but are now being used in class by schools all over Scotland. Pop over to You Tube and subscribe and try 
some of the experiments for yourself. 

Milne's Science Tech - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRGpsKDuLZN4Iz-IpkuWxjA/featured 

http://www.milneshighschool.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRGpsKDuLZN4Iz-IpkuWxjA/featured
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRGpsKDuLZN4Iz-IpkuWxjA/featured
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  YPI Finalists  

  

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  Lockdown Hub Achievement  
 
 

All S1 and 2 pupils accessing the hub during lockdown completed the RSPB Wild Challenge. They completed 
different activities to both experience and help nature around the school. These activities included: making 
birdfeeders; drawing detailed drawings of items found in nature; and creating posters to encourage other people 
to help nature. Everyone completed the challenge and will be awarded a certificate. 

 
 

 

 
As part of their Business Education 
studies and during a very challenging year 
S2    pupils worked in teams to discover 
the social issues and charities operating 
in the local area. After carrying out 
research they chose a charity which they 
wished to represent for their final YPI 
presentation.  
Through the use of technology they      
engaged with the charities and        
discovered more about the social    issues 
and people in the local community who 
benefit from these organisations. The 
charities also highlighted how the 
pandemic had impacted them, including 
their financial status, due to being unable 
to raise funds or receive donations.  
After class heats 5 teams were chosen to 

go through to the final event where four 
judges undertook the job of picking a 

winning team. The winning team 
comprising Hannah J, Neve C and Amelia 
L won £3,000 for Clan Cancer Support 
Moray.  
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  National Numeracy Day – May 2021  
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Well done to all pupils who helped out Mr Jagger with the challenge to solve the numerical value of his 
name.  Prize draw to follow and the lucky winners will be announced in due course. 

In addition, there were some great posters created in S1 Numeracy highlighting the range of numeracy skills 
being used across a range of jobs.  Take a look at a couple below. 
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  INFORMATION  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

To keep up to date with all that is happening in 

school as it happens you can now follow us on 

Twitter and Facebook.  Give us a follow 

@Milneshigh. If pupils have been achieving 

out of school and you would like their 

successes to appear on our page then please 

get in touch with the school office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Named Person Service  

Should you have concerns about the welfare of 

a child or to notify of any child protection 

issues please contact  the Duty Officer at 

Moray Council who can be contacted through 

the general enquiries line on 01343 563374 or 

via the e-mail address: 

education@moray.gov.uk during normal 

working hours. For out of office hours please 

call 03457 565 656 and/or the Police on 101. 

Twitter & Facebook 

School Telephone Information Line 
Instructions for Use 

1 Dial   0870 054 9999 

(Calls to this number will be charged at 2p 

per minute service charge plus your call 

provider’s access charge) 
2 Milne’s High School’s PIN Number 031060 

3 You will get a confirmation message: 

“Selected Milne’s High School” 

You will then enter a menu system: 

Press 1 to hear severe weather information 

Press 2 to leave a non-urgent message 

Press 3 to hear general school information 

Press 4 to enter a different school PIN number 
Press # to end call 

mailto:education@moray.gov.uk

