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I am delighted to introduce this newsletter which captures the many highlights of this term which seems to have 
passed by at record speed!    
 
We are mid-way through our improvement cycle and you will be aware that I sent a letter earlier this term to 
update you on all the things we are doing as a school to improve the education experience of our young people.    
 
After the holidays, we were expecting a visit from a team of Moray Council central officers and colleagues from 
other schools as part of the Schools for the Future agenda.  Unfortunately, this has been postponed until next 
session and I will be in touch with more information for parents.  Thank you to parents who had made 
arrangements to be part of focus groups or otherwise supported the school in preparation for this visit.   

 
I would like to express my gratitude to parents who have responded to surveys or taken part in focus groups this 
term and assure you that these are taken into account for future planning.  We are in the process of gathering 
priorities for our School Improvement Plan for next session and we are utilising recent data, observations and 
feedback from staff, pupils and parents to create this agenda.   
 
Recently there were visits from our local authority and elected members who expressed pleasure at the strides our 
school has been making in terms of raising attainment, with some measures being the best that the school has 
achieved in recent times.   
 
Earlier this term, many S4-6 students in the senior phase undertook prelim exams and have been receiving helpful 
feedback and strategies on how to improve from staff with information being shared at recent parents’ evenings.  
It is crucial that we continue to work in partnership and support our young people to work hard to achieve their 
very best.   
 
We continue to receive a small number of complaints from our local communities with regard to the common 
issues of students walking on the road in large groups, bad language and litter.  Please remind your child that they 
are ambassadors for their family and school in public and increasingly, members of the public use evidence (such 
as “dash-cams”) when sharing information with the school and police.   
 
In addition, a number of parents have complained about the increasingly large number of parents who are using 
the main car park as a drop off zone for pupils at the beginning and end of the school day.  This has posed a few 
health and safety issues and there have been examples of discourteous driving.  Please avoid the carpark and use 
the turning circle unless your child has issues with mobility or is carrying large equipment into school.   
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your on-going support of the 
school and wish all our families a happy holiday and we look forward to welcoming 
pupils back our school community at 8.40 am on Monday 15 April 2019. 
 
 
 
 
Trish Cameron 
Head Teacher  
 



Charitable Donations 

Swimming Acheivement 

Moray Supports Refugees Collection 

Well done to all staff, students and our community for their generous contributions at the end of term which 
raised £161.66 for the Moray Foodbank.  Donations are collected from our drop-off point  outside the office every 
Tuesday. 

Jacob Wood attended the Moray Schools Swimming Trials and gained a place in the Scottish Schools 
Championship.  Finals were held in Glasgow on Saturday 26 January 2019.  Jacob competed in the 100m Fly and 
200m Individual Medley events.  Jacob finished 5th in the 200m Individual Medley event.  Congratulations Jacob! 

This year’s Young Entertainer Competition is now open.  We are looking for entrants who can play traditional 
music, dance, sing, recite some poetry or tell us a few jokes!  Rules and Regulations available on Web Site 
www.speyfest.com.   

Speyfest 2019 

Do you have clothes which you no longer want that are still in good condition?  Please bring them to Mr 
Archibald’s Room (Room 130) to be donated to the charity Moray Supports Refugees.  All sizes and ages are 
needed.  

Netball 

The Senior Netball Team enjoyed a friendly match against Buckie Community High School.  After a slow start they 
got into the match later with some faster passing and more confident shooting.  22—12 to Buckie.  Thanks to 
Buckie for hosting. 

Engineering Sector Day 

On Tuesday 29 January, a group of nine S3 pupils had a great opportunity to visit Moray College for an Engineering 
Sector day.  After an initial introduction explaining some of the opportunities available in this growing sector, the 
pupils then went on to meet employers from all engineering disciplines. In these sessions the employers gave 
presentations on the many interesting projects they undertake as well as the pathways and routes into them. It 
was a busy and engaging morning that saw the pupils talking about it during their lunch break.   The afternoon 
session enabled pupils to attend three different workshops. A very popular workshop was control and 
instrumentation where pupils learnt about the many sensors and control systems that are used extensively in our 
local industries such as offshore and food/drink.  A very hands on workshop was run by a local IT company who had 
pupils working as a team to fault find and resolve a 'real life' customer problems. The pupils gave great feedback on 
this task explaining how they didn't realise how wide ranging IT engineering was.  Another workshop saw the pupils 
learning about the ever changing sector of HGV engineering. It was clear many pupils were surprised by the 
technology and skillset required for this role as they learnt about emission control systems, GPS gearboxes and 
hybrid technology. This was accompanied with a hands on experience changing brake pads on a HGV setup. It was 
an excellent day that should have inspired the pupils to consider a job in the growing engineering sector. Our pupils 
were a credit to Milne's High School, well behaved, engaged and asked great questions.  

We are currently advertising for a Principal Teacher of Geography as Mr Stuart Kennedy leaves us in May to take up 
a new position at Elgin High School.  We are also advertising for a temporary Pupil Support Assistant to cover Mrs 
Falconer’s absence in the ASN department.  After the holidays, we look forward to welcoming Miss Colleen Wood 
as Teacher of Support for Learning.  

Staffing Update 

http://www.speyfest.com
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Sporting Achievement 

Toilet Twinning 

Leadership at Milne’s 

Lewis and Eilidh Hay participated in the ‘Strathpuffer’ 
mountain bike event in January 2019 as part of a 
Moray School Team.  The event involves the team 
biking for 24 hours, 17 hours in the dark, extremely 
icy conditions, on some very technical trails. The kids 
all biked amazingly well. 

Thanks to the sponsorships collected by the S1–S3 pupils for their 
squatathon, Milne’s High School raised enough money to help Toilet 
Twinning build a school block of toilets in Malawi. The school is now 
twinned with a school block in Katowo, Malawi. These toilets will help 
improve the lives of the pupils in Katowo by providing them with a safe 
and sanitary facility, reducing the risk of illness and removing the 
vulnerability that, especially for woman, comes with having no safe place 
to go to the toilet. 

A group of young people took part in the WE schools session 
on 14 February 2019. WE schools is an organisation which 
tours around Scotland, visiting both primary and secondary 
schools trying to inspire young people to be the change they 
want to be in the world.  This develops their communication, 
leadership and organisation skills and is a key aim of the 
student voice initiative. Firstly the young people listened to a 
talk on the work WE schools do throughout the world and the 
opportunities offered such as a trip to WE Day and a 
scholarship opportunity to visit the centre they have in 
Rajasthan, India. The young people then took part in several 
different activities, including event planning for a chosen issue.  

Examples of a fund raiser to support world hunger charities were discussed as well as planning a trip round the 
world and the problems they may face and having to defend their decisions, debating some major world issues 
and which ones they deem more important.  (We must have some young lawyers in our midst as the debates 
were strong and passionate). The young people all left with a greater understanding of the world they live in, the 
small changes that they could start to implement and the skills they need to take their ideas forward and to be 
leaders of change.  
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S1 Enterprise Afternoon Tea 

Modern Languages 

S2 French First Aid—A huge thank you to Jane Hay for working with the S2 French classes and giving all pupils the 
opportunity to use the first aid skills they had learned in class in an emergency situation. The pupils really enjoyed 
the training and benefitted tremendously from getting some hands on experience. 
 
S3 French Visit Scotland Competition—Congratulations to the six groups who have made it to the finals of the 
French Visit Scotland video competition. Very well done to Jennifer Brown, Nicole Reith, Megan Keddie, Laurel 
Morrison, Heidi Ferguson, Daisy Edmond, Kirsten Lee, Darci Sharp, Emma Wylie, Katie Lyall, Amy Collie, Sophie 
Nicol and Deveron Hildreth who all created very professional videos showing off their technical skills as well as 
their fab French!  

Pool League Winner 2018/19 

Congratulations to Aaron Robertson (4SP2) who has won the MHS Pool League Title 
2018/19.  He defeated Esme McGuire (1SP1) in the final 2-0.  Both players did 
extremely well to battle through to the final from a group stage then knockout stage.  
Aaron proved too strong on this occasion but Esme must take great heart from her 
performances as she improved week on week. 
 
Around sixteen students from across the year groups have been attending the club 
on Thursday lunchtimes in the Comfy Room.  Students are allocated their matches in 
advance and tend to bring their lunch along to enjoy some table time, both in terms 
of practice and league matches. 
 
Our latest competition breaks off next week as players compete in the MHS Snooker 
League 2018/19.  Students will have the opportunity to learn the game, understand 
their stance, how to hold the cue, impart spin and make a solid bridge as there will 

be some coaching available from Mr Macleod.  We hope to exceed the 16 entries for the pool league so if you 
want to play then let Mr Macleod or your PTG know asap! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday 21 March 2019 a lovely tea was served at the ENTERPRISE afternoon by S1 pupils.  
 
Over the last few weeks S1 pupils have been working in teams producing various products as part of their Business  
Education activities. They produced a range of products including plant holders, felted toys, bottles with lights, pin 
cushions and yarn art. The products were then sold at the afternoon tea in the school where S1, under the 
guidance of Home Economic staff, produced the scones and cakes and served the public during the event . During 
the afternoon some S1 musicians entertained the audience while they enjoyed the food. The event was very well 
supported by parents and the public with profits going to charity.  
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LEPRA 

Milne’s Young Musician of the Year 

Milne’s Young Musician of the Year award will take place at the school on Wednesday 17 April at 7pm. The twelve 
acts that got through the first round will be performing on the night, before the judges select the winners and 
runner ups in three categories!  Musician, instrumentalist and singer of the year. There will be a mix of vocal and 
instrumentals music from an eclectic range. We hope you can join us to see the quality musicians that we have 
here at Milne’s. Some of the school’s extra-curricular music groups will also be performing. We are very grateful to 
the Buckie Rotary for sponsoring all the prizes. 

Sports Results 

A huge well done to all our sporting achievers! 
 
Cross-Country 
Moray Championships :–  
      Niamh Whelan, Joshua Milne, Beth Urquhart  all 1st place 
                                                                 Harriet Whelan  2nd 
                                                                 Liam Munro   3rd 
                                                                 Eilidh Hay and Joshua Ward  5th 

 
North of Scotland Championships:- 
                                                                 Harriet Whelan, Beth Urquhart  4th 
                                                                 Eilidh Hay 7th 
                                                                 Joshua Milne and Liam Munro 8th  
                                                                 Joshua Ward 9th  
Scottish Schools:-                              Beth Urquhart 15th out of 121 runners 
                                                                 Joshua Milne 34th out of 99 runners 
 
Football 
U14 boys team – coached by Max Sugg and Jake Malcolm – came second in a 5 a-side tournament at Keith 
Grammar School 
 
Girls Football Team – played in a tournament at Speyside High 
 
Both teams are looking forward to a match against Speyside later in March. 
 
Netball 
Senior netball team played a friendly match against Buckie High and will  play in the final tournament in 
Gordonstoun.  

 
Our annual fundraiser for the Lepra Charity took place in the hall on Tuesday 26 February.  
All S1 pupils took part with instructor Oksana, a freelance Hip Hop Instructor from 
Aberdeen.  The dance routines were challenging with pupils learning the latest Hip Hop 
moves and putting various routines together.  Oksana was very impressed with the skills 
that our young people showed.  Fun was had by all.  The final figure raised was £242 which 
is enough to cure and change the lives of more than 9 people.  A big thank you and well 
done for all their efforts.  
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Facebook 

To keep up to date with events happening in school, follow of Facebook page MilnesHighSchoolMoray 
This page will be updated every Friday with the following weeks events. 
 
Please note this is not a monitored account and therefore all communications should still be made either via 
telephone or email admin.milneshigh@moray-edunet.gov.uk 

To keep up to date with all that is happening in school as it happens you can also follow us on Twitter 
@Milneshigh.  If pupils have been achieving out of school and you would like their successes to appear on our 
page then please get in touch with the school office. 

Twitter 

Named Person Service 

The Named Person Service must be made available to all children from birth to 18 years of age.  During the holiday 
period the Named Person Service will be covered by the Local Authority centrally.   The Duty Named Persons can 
be contacted through the general enquiries line on 01343 563374 or via the generic e-mail address 
educationandsocialcare@moray.gov.uk during normal working hours.  
 
As always, if the Named Person is not available and there is a concern for a child, a call must be made to Duty 
Social Work on 01343 563900 (03457 565 656 out of office hours) and/or the Police on 101. 

Price and Buckland 

To order your school uniform please visit the link below to access your online 
shop.  Simply register your details and start shopping:  
www.pbparentsonline.co.uk/milneshigh 
Some items are available for sizing in the school office. 

Moray Council Charges for School Transport 

We understand that some parents/carers have been asking questions about the recently-announced charges 
coming into effect for school transport.  To clarify, the charge will only be levied on those not eligible for statutory 
home to school transport. These are students who live within the minimum walking distance of two miles, or who 
attend an out-of-zone school by parental choice.  Currently any available seats on transport are made available by 
the Head Teacher on a privilege basis without cost.  Those who choose to take the privilege transport option from 
August 2019 will be charged £370 per annum (<£2 per school day).  This does not involve pupils who are in receipt 
of entitled home to school transport.  Arrangements for applying and paying for privilege transport will follow at a 
later date. 

Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) 

If your child is aged between 16 and 19 and your household income is up to £24,421 for a single child or £26,884 
for siblings they may be eligible for the Education Maintenance Allowance.  Applications for this session close on 
Sunday 31 March 2019.  Application forms are available from the school, any council access point or on-line. 

mailto:educationandsocialcare@moray.gov.uk
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.price-buckland.co.uk%2F&psig=AOvVaw1vcZT5lJUliqfeQbNZxT_J&ust=1553334110996728
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Information 

Key dates for your diary 
 

Monday 1 Apr 2019 to Friday 12 Apr 2019—Spring holiday 
 

Monday 15 Apr 2019—start of term 
 

Friday 19 Apr 2019—Good Friday holiday 
 

Monday 22 Apr 2019—Parent Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday 24 Apr 2019—Study Leave starts 
 

Monday 6 May 2019—May Day holiday 
 

Thursday 16 May 2019 and Friday 17 May 2019—In-service closure 
 

Tuesday 28 May 2019—Last Exam 
 

Tuesday 4 June 2019  -Annual Dance Show 
 

Monday 10 June 2019—Parent Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday 11 June 2019—Awards Ceremony 
 

Friday 28 Jun 2019—end of term 

School Telephone Information Line 
Instructions for Use 

 
  1 Dial 0870 054 9999   
(Calls to this number will be charged at 2p  per minute service charge plus your call provider’s access charge) 
 
  2 Milne’s High School’s PIN Number 031060 
 
  3 You will get a confirmation message:  
 “Selected Milne’s High School” 
 
You will then enter a menu system: 
 
Press 1 to hear severe weather information 
 
Press 2 to leave a non-urgent message 
 
Press 3 to hear general school information 
 
Press 4 to enter a different school PIN number 
 
Press # to end call 


