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It gives me great pleasure to warmly welcome all readers to this newsletter and to update you on the significant 
progress being made at Milne’s High School. I am delighted to outline the agenda for improvement for next ses-
sion.  
 
This has been a very busy term with highlights including various trips, activity days, leavers’ ceremony, senior 
phase inductions, Baxters’ soup challenge, sports day/fete and musical performances. There have been many 
more opportunities for our young people to showcase their achievements, some of these captured at our very 
enjoyable Awards Ceremony earlier this month.  It was also a delight to meet the primary 7 pupils who will        
become our new S1 after the holidays and to welcome so many new parents who attended the transition meeting 
last week.   
 
In terms of school improvements, our Standards and Quality report which will be available in August, by request 
from the school office or direct from our website, provides detail on the range of actions which are already having 
a positive impact as we strive towards our vision of providing the creative and learning environment to enable all 
young people to be their best.  The creation of this refined vision involving consultation with pupils, parents and 
staff has been a priority this session and drives the work of the entire school community.  
 
Staff have worked hard on improving learning and teaching with a main focus on pace and challenge.  In addition, 
we re-visited our curriculum rationale to maximise the opportunities offered by the introduction of a 33-period 
week.  Departments continue to develop appropriate pathways and business links to ensure that each child’s  
potential is realised through opportunity and equity.   
 
Responding to parental feedback, we have increased communication avenues by introducing a Facebook page 
and an app this session as well as regularly updating our website.  Additionally, we are responding to parental 
feedback regarding S1-3 overall reports and plan to pilot next year providing reports in the form of more regular 
tracking each term with the opportunity for parents to attend a second parents’ evening during the year to      
discuss their child’s progress with staff.   
 
Principal Teachers have updated the self-evaluation policy and students are leading across the school in many 
ways, for example, S6 students acting as ambassadors for mental health training.  We have strengthened the role 
of Student Voice Ambassadors to afford every young person the opportunity to be involved which has resulted in 
greater consultation on important policy development such as curricular changes, the school improvement plan 
and a mobile phone strategy created by students.   
 
We continue to utilise Pupil Equity Funding to facilitate greater inclusion of all leaners by providing a ‘break club’ 
with food provided by Moray Foodbank, ‘comfy room’ activities and alternative pathways for young people who 
are unable to access aspects of the curriculum.  Additionally, we have received positive feedback from staff, pu-
pils and parents about investment in the fabric of the building.  Combined, these efforts have led to a noticeable 
rise in the attainment and achievement of our young people some of which you will read about in this newsletter.   
 
We are implementing a new mobile phone policy. Please note that devices or equipment are brought to school at 
own risk and the school cannot accept responsibility for lost or stolen items. 



CONTINUED 

On a different note, I am delighted that we continue to receive very positive feedback on our courteous young 
people.  It is also worth noting that most of our students come appropriately dressed to school with black foot-
wear, a black skirt or trousers and correctly-worn tie. As new items are purchased over the holidays, we ask that 
parents support our drive to raise standards as uniform will be an area of focus in the new session.   
 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and partners for their support this session. I wish 
all of the school community a great holiday and look forward to welcoming our students back at 8.40 am on  
Tuesday 20 August 2019.  
 
Trish Cameron 
Head Teacher 
 

In August, we look forward to welcoming new colleagues to the team:  Ms Vicki Donn joins the Music department 
and Ms Catriona Marr joins the History department as a Newly Qualified Teacher.  Mr Brian Donlin takes up his 
post as Principal Teacher of Geography to fill the vacant post arising from Mr Stuart Kennedy’s departure to Elgin 
High School.  We also look forward to welcoming Ms Carolyn Blance who will be covering Mrs Fraser’s maternity 
leave in the Maths department.  In addition, we are delighted to welcome Mrs Helen Rongong who will be          
undertaking the new position of Teacher of Numeracy, beginning in August.  We also welcome back Dr Barbara 
Orr who earlier this month returned to the Biology department after covering a position at Elgin Academy while 
we look forward to welcoming back Mrs Anna Gray who is returning as Principal Teacher of Biology 
 
There are also some changes within the school leadership structure.  Mr Iain Cunningham, Principal Teacher of 
Design & Technology, has been promoted to Acting Depute Head Teacher to cover absence within the Senior 
Leadership Team with Miss Shona Smith assuming the role of Acting Principal Teacher in his stead. Mr Ross Elder 
will also be Acting Principal Teacher of PE until the permanent position is appointed.   
 
We also have some very valued colleagues who are retiring over the summer holidays.  Mr George Clark retires 
from the Music department having contributed hugely to offering young people support and opportunities to    
showcase their musical achievements.  Mrs Esther Shortreed from the PE department retires after many years in 
the school and her enthusiasm, hard-work and dedication will be very much missed.  We are grateful to Mr Nigel  
Sanderson who, despite attempting to retire earlier this session, has only just finished this week as he stayed on 
to help cover absence and we wish him the very best for a long and happy retirement.    
 
It is always with a mixture of joy and sadness when we see colleagues leave to take up promoted positions      
elsewhere.  We say farewell and best wishes to Miss Marsaili Goodwin, Teacher of Home Economics, who has 
been promoted to Principal Teacher at Keith Grammar School.   We wish Mrs Rachel Rutter all the very best as 
she completes her secondment as Acting Principal Teacher of Biology before moving to another promoted post at 
Lossiemouth High School.  Ms Jenna Ogg, Teacher of Business Education, also leaves us to take up a Principal 
Teacher’s position while Mr William Allan leaves the Geography department on completion of his initial teaching 
year to take up a permanent position at St Machar’s Academy in Aberdeen. Miss Dawn Smith is leaving the office 
team and this position is currently advertised.  All are wholeheartedly thanked for their contribution to Milne’s 
High School and we wish them all the very best with their next steps.    
 

The next meeting of our Parent Council will be their AGM and this will be held in room 43 at 7pm on Monday 11 
September 2019.  All parents are cordially invited.  

Contact us:   Tel:   01343 820611 Email:   admin.milneshigh@moray-edunet.gov.uk   

STAFFING UPDATE 

PARENT COUNCIL UPDATE 



MEANINGFUL MAY 

Visit us on the web:   www.milneshighschool.org.uk 

Mental Health Ambassadors 

 

 

Meaningful May is a four week programme which provides an excellent opportunity for our pupils to develop     
employability skills and experience the world of work.  The programme included a week of preparation in school, a 
week’s activities in partnership with Employers, The Moray Council, Moray College, SDS and then a further two 
weeks of work placement, culminating in a celebration event on Monday 27 May.  Through this programme the 
pupils had the opportunity to gain the SQA National 4 Employability Award and the Level 4 Work Placement Unit, 
as well as developing a wider network.   Milne’s High pupils participated fully in the programme and the school re-
ceived positive feedback from work experience providers.   

Our Mental Health Ambassadors have been very busy this month, in May they applied to Young People Decide for 
funding to create an area  for Wellbeing in the Library.  They were awarded £382.50 towards the set up and will 
decide soon how to spend it at a group meeting soon. 

Further to their training in March, the ambassadors were invited to instruct the new S5’s on coping with stress and 
anxiety during their induction day. The Ambassadors delivered five sessions with approximately twenty S5 pupils in 
each session, and all feedback on the presentation was very positive. The senior years in school can be stressful as 
the work load increases and deadlines have to be met. Having coping strategies, access to information and person-
al help advisors can ease the anxiety burden. We hope the Ambassadors carry forward their role in the school and 
help train the following years volunteers. 



Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

ACTIVITY DAYS 

On Friday 31 May and Saturday 1 June, the Bronze participants from MHS successfully completed their Practise 
Expedition.  
 
They set off on Friday and walked over Whiteash Hill Woods and down towards Spey Bay with persistent rain 
throughout the afternoon/evening.  The walk gave a great opportunity to develop key navigation skills including 
map reading/orientation, bearings, pacing along with developing working as part of a team.   After setting up camp, 
it was time for dinner which was pasta bolognese – the bolognese part pre made at home by one of the              
participants and carried to ensure a substantial meal was had.  Given the rain continued, it was back to the tents 
and this meant an early night. The sun shone on Saturday morning and 
the participants were up reasonably early to get breakfast underway, 
take the tents down and to set off just after 9 am.  It was a very successful 
Day 2 with further team working clear as they navigated on their own.  
 
Following on from this, on Friday 21 and Saturday 22 June, the Bronze 
Group participated in their Qualifying Expedition.  They walked from 
Blacksboat to Craigellachie on Friday where they camped at Fiddichside 
before tackling Ben Aigan on the Saturday. 
 
Well done to all 7 participants who successfully passed their  expedition and impressed their assessor throughout. 

This year’s activities were varied with some a little damp and muddy compared to others. They included: Karting, 
Kayaking, Gorge Swimming,  Tyrolean (Outdoor climbing and rope traversing), Greenfingers,  Escape Room, Golf,      
Bubble Football, Pony for a day, Trail Biking, Trampoline, Pool and going to Landmark. The outdoor pursuits took 
on wet and muddy conditions but it did not dampen the pupils enthusiasm, and the indoor pursuits was enhanced 
by the new Escape Room which proved to be tricky but enjoyable. The Milne’s Outdoor Challenge proved to be a 
fun, if damp, event. Pupils hiked to Cranloch Farm where they camped overnight. They were treated to an indoor 
cooking/seating area and had toasted   marshmallows around a campfire whilst singing till late into the night.  
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LONDON TRIP 

Pupils and staff had a great trip to London on Thursday 23 May. They spent four days visiting The Tower of  
London, Houses of Parliament, London Zoo, The London Eye, Stamford Bridge Football Ground, The Imperial War 
Museum and seeing the  shows ‘Wicked’ and ‘Aladdin’. A little retail therapy was allowed for good measure and 
everyone enjoyed it greatly, coming home a little tired but happy. 

Contact us:   Tel:   01343 820611 Email:   admin.milneshigh@moray-edunet.gov.uk   

ASN having been working with pupils on their Wild Challenge Bronze Award 
from the RSPB. Brodi Landon and   Andrew Wilson have successfully been 
awarded their Bronze Award. The scheme is all about investigating wildlife 
and doing practical things to give nature a safe and welcoming home which 
the boys have been doing around the school grounds.  

WILD CHALLENGE BRONZE AWARD 

YOUNG MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR 
 
The music department ran a Young Musicians of the Year Award this session with the finals taking place on 17 

April. The aim was to share with our wider school community some of our talented youngsters as they developed 
the skills necessary to be successful in their music performance and contribute positively to  local culture. In order 
to add a competitive element into the event the Buckie Rotary Club sponsored all five prizes.  
 
Hannah Alexander who won the Musician of the Year award gave a magical performance that told the story of the 
piece. The change in mood through the varying accompaniment and dynamic range on her harp was exciting to 
listen to and watch. 
 
An audience of pupils families and others in the wider school community were treated to a varied selection of mu-
sic from show tunes and classic pop music from our vocalists to progressive rock and classical sonata by our      
instrumentalists.  
 
Very positive feedback was received and we will be us-
ing this feedback to shape Milne’s Young Musician of 
the year 2020.  
 
Milne’s Young Musician of the year — Hannah Alexan-
der 
Milne’s Vocalist of the year winner —Josh Craik  
Milne’s Instrumentalist of the year – Sophie Smart 
Milne’s Vocalist of the year winner (runner up) — Chloe  
Whitworth 
Milne’s Instrumentalist of the year (runner up) – Oliver 
Wylie. 



Visit us on the web:   www.milneshighschool.org.uk 

S3 BGE CELEBRATION 

UKMT JUNIOR MATHS CHALLENGE 

LEAVERS CEREMONY 

S3s celebrated the ending of their BGE years in school on Friday 24th May.  The       
afternoon was a period of fun and celebration of achievements, old photo-
graphs and memories with each pupil receiving a certificate. Now the work be-
gins as they move into the senior phase, good luck to all. 
 
The Arc fiddlers played pieces, during an interlude, for all who attended the S3  
Celebration of Success on Friday 24 May. 

In April 2019, thirty pupils from S1 and thirty pupils from S2 participated in the annual UKMT Junior Maths         
Challenge.  All pupils were given the opportunity to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge in a range of    
questions as well as applying their problem solving skills while answering all the questions.  Well done to all who 
took part in this challenge representing yourself and Milne’s High School. 
 
Congratulations to our certificate winners: 
 
Findlay McQueen (Bronze) 
Hannah Stewart Sutherland (Bronze) 
Kai Hay (Bronze) 
Eilidh Hay (Bronze) 
Joshua Ward (Silver) 
Hamish Macpherson (Silver) 
Owen Smith (Silver) 
Ellen Nicol (Gold) 
 
Ellen Nicol has also qualified to take part in the next round of the competition – the Junior Kangaroo.  Good Luck in 
this Ellen! 

On Tuesday 23 April we celebrated with all our young people who 
were leaving school this session.  The event highlighted some of 
their achievements and successes over the year and presentations 
were made to pupils who had supported the school in many ways 
throughout this session.  All leavers received a leaving certificate 
and pen to commemorate the event.  Families and friends were 
invited along to share this event and for some this was the end of 
an era as their last child left school.  The event concluded with a 
celebratory cake and refreshment, one of the many highlights of 
the afternoon.  We wish our leavers the very best as they move 
onto the next step of what will hopefully be a successful journey. 



SPORTS DAY & FETE 

After three weeks of very variable and wet weather, the Milne’s High School sports day and fete finally went 
ahead.  The PE department and S6 pupils organised a number of fun physical activities including a staff vs pupil 
relay race, timed obstacle course and welly throw. Participation in the events was high and a good time was had 
by all.  
 
The S6 pupils had rallied together to provide a variety of different stalls with the wheel of fortune, beat the buzzer 
and nail in the bale being just a few. The raffle was very well stocked and we thank parents for many of the        
donations. Treats were on offer in the form of jelly and ice cream, strawberries and cream along with fresh pan-
cakes from our ASN department. 
 
The single downpour during the event didn’t dampen the enthusiasm for congratulating Mrs Shortreed on her re-
tirement with this being her last sports day. Mrs Shortreed was presented with gifts from the school community 
showing our gratitude for her hard work and dedication over many years. 
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Milne’s High School Sports Championships 

2019 

  1st place  Runner-up 

S1 Girls Eilidh Hay  Beth Urquhart 

S1 Boys Brodie Mitchell Jake Greenhorn 

S2 Girls Catherine Thom Rachel Archibald 

S2 Boys Joshua Ward Liam Munro 

S3 Girls Harriet Whelan Hazel Sherman 

S4 Boys Andrew Graham Lucas Addicoat 

Senior Girls Hannah Kingham Rachel Wood 

  (New record in Javelin) 

Senior Boys Dean Murdoch Dylan Archibald 

  (New Record in Javelin) 

Moir Trophy for Effort and Endeavour in Athletics 

  Beth Urquhart 

House Championship—Spey House 



CRICKET 
Sixteen pupils, from various year groups, helped by our Active School Sports          
Co-ordinator, Lorna Young,  ran a cricket festival at Castle Park Ground in        
Fochabers. The event was for P6 pupils with Milne’s High pupils  umpiring scoring 
etc. and a great day was had by all. 

Also well done to Milne's High School S1-S3 Cricket Team who finished second in 
the Moray Secondary School Cricket competition on Tuesday. The 8-aside                
competition was played in good spirit at Cooper Park, Elgin.   

P7 Transition Days 

P7 pupils, who will be entering S1 at the school after the 
summer holidays, joined us for two days to sample their 
new timetable. Following their orientation day last week, 
the pupils teamed up with Milnes High School buddies 
who escorted them to and from their classes reminding 
the new S1s where to go.  
 
The two days gave pupils the opportunity to be more  
confident about coming to school at the start of the new 
term in August. They also got to meet their new class  
mates, their teachers and were able to navigate their way 
around. 
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ATHLETICS 

BAXTER’S SOUP CHALLENGE 

This year’s Soup Challenge has taken a different format with contestants initially presenting their ideas for judging 
at school. The successful groups then attending Baxter’s where they gave a presentation of their product They 
then had instruction from the different departments of Baxter’s on how to refine their product and market it prior 
to the final judging in June where the groups have to present their soup for the Taste Test at Baxters. At the final 
round the four teams delivered a presentation to the judging panel and an audience consisting of parents and 
staff.  In the lead up to this each team had to develop their ideas further.  
 
Hannah Robertson, Tommy Ireland, Mathew McLuckie, Emma Geddes, Findley McQueen, Beth Jenkins, Joshua 
Ward, Kyle Davies, Andile Mdluli,  Kian Doherty, Sarah Little, Gemma Beange, Stephen Woodhouse, Jack Reid, 
Madeline McWilliam, Maisy Marshall, Ronan Winchester all took part in the final with the winners being, The 
Soupcide Squad; Hannah Robertson, Tommy Ireland, Mathew McLuckie, Emma Geddes with their Mexican Fiesta 
Soup with Guacamole. Well done to all who entered and thank you to Baxters and our staff members who helped. 

Several pupils attended the North of Scotland Championships at Inverness and produced some very strong perfor-
mances:- 
Harriet Whelan;  1st 1500m, 4th  Long jump 
Joshua Milne; 2nd 3000m 
Beth Urquhart ; 2nd 1500m 
Megan McKay 3rd 200m, 5th 300m 
Niamh Whelan; 5th 1500m 

Visit us on the web:   www.milneshighschool.org.uk 



FRENCH  

DIPPLE SECTOR DAY 

S2 pupils Matthew McLuckie, Mina Mae Spence and Charlie Campbell have won an afternoon tea at the Scottish 
Dolphin Centre recently after they were judged to give the most confident presentation, in French, in a recent 
competition. Lisa Farley, from the Scottish Dolphin Centre in Spey Bay, came to the school in May to talk to the 
pupils about the work of the dolphin centre and the importance of language skills in the tourism industry. The pu-
pils discussed meals and healthy eating and how to order a meal in French, they created resources and an activity 
in French to help the café staff learn French, Following on later from this they  then gave a final presentation which 
was judged by staff and senior pupils. Enjoy the afternoon tea! 

FRENCH EATWELL DESIGN COMPETITION 

The first year pupils had to create the Eatwell Plate in French and 
write healthy eating advice around it. The winners were Jorja Bell, 
Ronan Winchester and Rachael Archibald. Miss Goodwin in the HE 
department judged the posters and was impressed by their design as 
well as their knowledge of French. 
 

Several pupils recently attended the ‘Growing your Future’ event at Burnside of Dipple Farm highlighting many 
jobs available in the land based sector. Workshops were offered in agriculture, animal nutrition, land and estate 
management, fisheries management, game and wildlife management, land based engineering, parks and         
countryside services, trees and timber,  veterinary services as well as auctioneering. The rain poured down all day 
but it didn’t dampen the pupil’s enthusiasm and many came away with new ideas for future employment. Thank 
you to all who organised and ran the event, it was a great day. 
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S3 COLLEGE TASTER DAY 

INFORMATION 

Key dates for your diary 

 
Monday 19 August—Inset Day 

Tuesday 20 August—Term begins 

Thursday 12 September—Tempest Photographs 

Monday 16 & Tuesday 17 September—In Service days 

Monday 23 September—S1 parent’s evening 

Wednesday 2 October—Sector Day—Creative and Digital 

Wednesday 9 October—Sector Day—Business and Professional 

Friday 11 October—Term Ends 

Monday 28 October Term begins 

Monday 11 & Tuesday 12 November In-Service Days 

 

To keep up to date with all that is hap-

pening in school as it happens you 

can now follow us on Twitter.  Give us 

a follow @Milneshigh.  If pupils have 

been achieving out of school and you 

would like their successes to appear 

on our page then please get in touch 

with the school office. 

Twitter 

On Tuesday 18 June, fifty nine S3 pupils attended a college taster day at Moray College and Linkwood campus in 
Elgin. The young people made a choices from a vast list to allow them to personalise the day and find experiences 
that both interest and excite them from bricklaying, hairdressing, hospitality, early childcare and many more. Some 
of the sessions were very hands on and gave the young people chance to develop skills and experience what it 
would be like in the college environment. For example in the joinery session the young people used drills and    
chisels on wooden doors to fit handles and locks and in sports participated in circuit style training. The day was  
extremely positive and the young people were thoroughly engaged and a credit to the school, many of the young 
people have now started to consider adding a college course into their next year’s timetable from their experiences 
today. 

Mackenzie Lawton is to volunteer with this Caledonia Sport Coaching, 

during the summer holidays at two of their camps. They are sup-

porting him with his coaching certificates journey. 

SPORTS COACHING 

Contact us:   Tel:   01343 820611 Email:   admin.milneshigh@moray-edunet.gov.uk   



TEN PIN BOWLING 

INFORMATION 

School Telephone Information Line 

Instructions for Use 

  1 Dial 0870 054 9999   

 (Calls to this number will be charged at 2p 

 per minute service charge plus your call  

 provider’s access charge) 

  2 Milne’s High School’s PIN Number 031060 

  3 You will get a confirmation message:  

 “Selected Milne’s High School” 

You will then enter a menu system: 

Press 1 to hear severe weather information 

Press 2 to leave a non-urgent message 

Press 3 to hear general school information 

Press 4 to enter a different school PIN number 

Press # to end call 

Named Person Service 

The Named Person Service must be made 
available to all children from birth to 18 years 
of age.  During the holiday period the Named 
Person Service will be covered by the Local 
Authority centrally.   The Duty Named Persons 

can be contacted through the general enquir-
ies line on 01343 563374 or via the generic e-
ma i l  a d dr ess  e d uc at io na nd so c ia l -
care@moray.gov.uk during normal working 

hours.    

As always, if the Named Person is not availa-
ble and there is a concern for a child, a call 
must be made to Duty Social Work on 01343 
563900 (08457 565 656 out of office hours) 

and/or the Police on 101. 

Alix Buckham has been chosen to join the Scottish Junior Ten Pin Bowling Squad for the second year running and 
will compete in the Junior Triple Crown in Dublin in August 2019. 

UNDER 16 FOREST RUN SERIES 

The following pupils represented Milnes High School in the U16 Forest Run Series this year Lewis Hay, Eilidh Hay,  
Andrew Graham, Rory Milne, Beth Urquhart, Finlay Reid (Milne’s Primary School) and Fraser Graham. 
They ran in four races Monaughty, Culbin, Quarrelwood and Roseisle over the last few months. All the points   
tallied up to Milne’s High School finishing  in 1st place this year.  
 
In addition, Niamh Whelan won 1st in female U21 race and Blair Milne 1st in male U21 race with Joshua Milne 2nd. 

Milne’s School dancers performed an ‘Evening of Dance’ at the 
school this term; it was a fantastic evening and a brilliant way to cel-
ebrate the end of the academic year. The pupils gave an outstanding 
performance and were supported by family and friends.  It was a 
great night full of amazing performances, which was testament to 
the pupil’s and Miss Kelbie’s hard work well done. 

Visit us on the web:   www.milneshighschool.org.uk 

DANCE 
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