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I can hardly believe that another term has passed by so quickly. I hope that this newsletter will give you a flavour 
of what has been another eventful term.   
 
At the time of writing, I have just returned from observing learning and teaching across the school and saw many 
examples of high-quality experiences for our young people.  We continue to celebrate success in music, sport, 
expressive arts and other individual achievements such as the YPI initiative which you will read about in this 
newsletter.  We also had a memorable performance of “Hooked” by S1.  The junior and senior dances were 
delightful in terms of our young people’s attitude, enthusiasm and good conduct.  Once again, our S6 have been 
instrumental in organising and supporting events in school and the community during the festive season.   
 
We are making great strides towards achieving the priorities set out in our School Improvement Plan.  In 
November, we had very productive in-service days including staff development sessions with staff working 
together in order to achieve our vision of providing a creative and ambitious learning environment where 
everyone is their best. In addition, our Student Voice Ambassadors are continuing to develop their role in 
capturing the pupil voice to influence priorities for school improvement.    
 
We recently held assemblies highlighting one of our strategic aims:  for all to feel safe, happy, healthy and 
confident in school.  Key reminders were given about being visible on the dark mornings and afternoons, 
especially for those who cycle to school.  Furthermore, we have installed antibacterial machines around the 
school to encourage good hand hygiene.  Additionally, students were reminded of the mobile phone policy which 
was created through the Student Voice Ambassadors, specifically the agreement that pupils would not use their 
phones while walking in the corridors as this was agreed as essential to ensure good health and safety for all.   
 
We will continue to be an aspirational school community where the individual’s potential is realised through 
opportunity and equity and the new year will start with a re-emphasis on essential standards required to meet 
this aim.  In particular, we will be reminding pupils of the importance of our school values, attendance and 
uniform.  I would like to thank the vast majority of pupils and parents who are supportive of our drive to ensure 
high standards which promote equity across the school.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our school community a happy Christmas and offer my best wishes 
for 2020. I look forward to everyone’s safe return at 8.40 am on Monday 6 January 2020.  
 
 
Trish Cameron  
Head Teacher  



Staffing Update 
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Snooker 

 

Ten Milne’s High School students and two members of staff braved the elements to attend World Snooker’s 
Scottish Open in Glasgow at the  Emirates Arena on Friday 13 December.  Many of the world’s top professional 
players were in attendance to compete for valuable ranking points and a share of the £365,000 prize fund. 
 
We attended at the quarter final stage and managed to catch Mark Allen (Northern Ireland, world number 7) vs 
Scott Donaldson (Scotland, world number 26).  Allen knocked in a century break which was impressive to watch in 
his 5-1 victory.   
 
We then had the privilege of watching Ronnie O’Sullivan (England, 5 times world champion, world number 3) vs 
Mark Selby (England, 3 times world champion, world number 6) on the match table.  Selby knocked in a century 
break in the first frame on his way to winning the match 5-4 which was great to watch!  He then went on to win 
the whole tournament over the weekend. 
 
A big thank you to Scottish Snooker for providing the tickets and to Mrs Sparkes for impeccable driving down to 
Glasgow and back in one day! 
 
If you would like to play snooker or pool and are perhaps interested in some coaching then get in touch with Mr 
Macleod (DHT) for more details.  Our own Milne’s High School snooker room is taking shape for this purpose.  

Soon after the start of term, we welcomed Mr William Young to the team as Teacher of Business Studies and 
Computing.  Earlier this month we said farewell to Mr Iain Cunningham, who took up a post as Depute Head 
Teacher at Buckie High School.  Miss Shona Smith was appointed Principal Teacher of Design and Technology 
which means we will be advertising her position in the new year.  Mr Ross Elder was appointed Principal Teacher 
of PE and this created a vacancy to which Mrs Fiona West was successfully appointed.  On the first week back 
after the holidays, we say goodbye to Mrs Dorothy Liddle who will retire after 23 years in the school and we are 
currently advertising her position of Depute Head Teacher.  We would like to thank Mrs Liddle for all her hard 
work and dedication she has given to Milne’s High School and the wider community. 
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Rugby 

 

Christmas Party 

On Friday 1 November an 8-aside S1-2 
mixed Touch Rugby World Cup took 
place at Moray Rugby Club.  Milne's 
High School aka Argentina were drawn 
in pool 2 and played 4 games.  They 
finished third in the group and played in 
the shield final which they won to finish 
5th in the competition.  A huge thank 
you to rugby young leaders Selby, Lewis 
and Linton who have been delivering 
rugby sessions over a number of weeks 
to prepare for this event.  They 
refereed and coached on the day.  
There are a credit to the school and 
their families. 



Hooked 

Milne’s High School’s S1 pupils have all now taken part an inter-disciplinary learning event involving PSE, Drama, 
Music, Art, English and Dance, which culminates in two performances of the drugs awareness musical ‘Hooked’.  
The group performed on Thursday afternoon to the Primary 7s from Lhanbryde, Mosstodloch and Milne’s primary 
schools before performing in the evening for family members.  The pupils all worked hard for a number of weeks to 
pull off the musical which seeks to highlight and educate pupils and families about the dangers of drugs and 
substance misuse.  Special thanks go to the members of staff and senior pupils who gave up their free time to 
organise the event. 
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Dance 

Fencing 

The S3 wider achievement dance group are presented a PowerPoint presentation and dance in the GP hall on 
Thursday.  The theme was ‘Jazz dancing through the eras…African, Tap, Charleston and Broadway, specifically 
Chicago!’  Staff and pupils thoroughly enjoyed the performance, congratulations to all who contributed. 

Second year pupil Hebe Muckle recently took part in the LPS Schools Individual Fencing Championships in 
Linlithgow and was placed seventh in the Foil category.  Over 100 Scottish pupils travelled from as far afield as 
Shetland to compete and Hebe was congratulated, by the organisers, for her high standard of fencing, behavior 
and sportsmanship.  Our congratulations to Hebe and best wishes for her future endeavors in fencing. 

Space Explorers Club 

A team of 5 intrepid explorers who are interested in Space have embarked upon operating a robotic telescope in 
the Canary Islands and taking photographs of the moons of Jupiter and other heavenly bodies.  Would you like to 
design and launch your own rocket?  Or even enter a competition to go to Space School in America?  Then come 
along to Room 154 in the Space Sciences Centre on Monday at 1.30 pm.  PS – parent helpers are always welcome. 

Four Milne’s High School pupils competed in an 
interschool swimming meet at Forres on 7 November and 
did extremely well.  Jacob Wood won Gold in the 400m 
Individual Medley and Silver in the 100m Butterfly, Alana 
Parnaby won Gold in the 400m Freestyle and Silver in the 
100m Backstroke, Beth Manson won Silver in the 100m 
Backstroke and Bronze in the Individual Medley and 
Caitlin Parnaby won Gold in the 50m Backstroke and 
Bronze in the 50m Freestyle.  Well done to you all, it 
proves hard work pays off. 

Swimming 

Cricket 

Craig Duncan took part in the Tri-Nations Cricket Tournament this week as part of the North of Scotland team in the 
Cricket Federation for People with Disabilities tournament.  Craig played in both matches against England and 
Wales, beating England by 9 runs but losing against Wales.  Craig received a medal for the win against England and 
we would like to congratulate him for his performance on and off the pitch. 

Author Visits 

Author Lari Don made a visit to speak to the S3 year group on Tuesday 10 December.  She is a fabulous story teller 
who captivated the audience with tales of Vikings and a reading from her teen novel Mind Blind.  She encouraged 
each pupil to find their own style of writing stories, there is no one way to do it and each person has to find the 
technique that works for them.  We look forward to her next visit, and hearing more of her tales and techniques. 
 
We also had a visit from a young author from Aberdeen, Alex McCall, who gave an insight into his writing 
techniques and inspiration for his sci-fi novels which are all based in Aberdeen and feature Giant Robot Chickens, 
for which he won The Kelpies prize .  His enthusiastic style was a big hit with the pupils and really had their 
imaginations. 
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Career Event 

Over 20 local businesses from a variety of sectors attended the school to offer advice and information to S2-S6 
pupils on types of jobs and apprenticeships available within their sector/business, as well as the skills and 
qualifications required to enter the various professions.  Parents were also invited to attend with their sons and 
daughters to allow discussions to ensure individual career pathways could be mapped out.  In the afternoon 
Primary 7 pupils from the ASG of Milne’s, Lhanbryde and Mosstodloch attended the event, allowing the pupils to 
ask questions and hear what the future careers may entail when they enter the world of work. 

S2 YPI 

S2 Pupils have all been involved in the Youth Philanthropy Initiative over the past few weeks.  In teams they 
chose a charity to represent and raise awareness of.  The first round involved class heats after which the best six 
teams won through to the final.  The final took place on Thursday 5 December 2019 and the six teams competed 
for charities including Guide Dogs, SSPCA, Abbies Sparkle and Riding for the Disabled.  The standard of 
presentations was extremely high and the five judges had difficult decisions to make.  The winning team 
receiving £3000 for their charity Riding for the Disabled were Ellie Thomson-Bialy, Hebe Muckle, Emily Bremner 
and Eilidh Hay. 



Children In Need 

The S6 pupils were working hard to put together a spectacular Children In Need fundraiser.  On Thursday 14 
November at lunchtime, Games and Challenges took place in the Games and GP Halls; Beat the Goalie, Shootin 
Hoops, Tug of war etc, something for everyone was offered.  A total of £89.45 was raised on the day, thank you to 
all who helped. 
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World Host Training 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT NEEDS DEPARTMENT 

Invites you to our  

 
TICKETS 

Adults £4 

Concession £3 

SOUP AND SWEET 

Saturday 25 January 

Bellie Parish Church 

12-2 pm 

LUCKY 

SQUARES 

BE IN WITH A 

CHANCE OF 

WINNING AN 

EXCITING PRIZE 

Soup and Sweet 

On Tuesday 3 December, the Travel and Tourism class took part in a World Host Training course.  This full day 
course helped to teach them the importance of good customer service, and how to give it in a working 
environment.  For completing this course the pupils will receive World Host accreditation and a certificate 
showing that they understand the key concepts of customer service.  This award is recognised by a wide variety of 
businesses and workplaces across the country, including local establishments such as the Fochaber’s Fish Bar and 
Gordon Castle.   

Football 

S1 – S4 girls braved the cold weather to take part in an interschool’s football competition at Speyside.  The 8 girls 
managed to be placed fifth in the first round of the competition which leaves them in safe standing to progress in 
the next round.  Well done girls, and keep up the good work. 



Information 

Key dates for your diary 
Monday 6 January—Term begins 

Wednesday 8 January—S1 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 8 January—PTG Subject Choice Interviews  

Monday 13—Monday 27 January—Prelims 

Monday 27 January—Parent Council Meeting 

Wednesday 29 January—PTG Subject Choice Interviews 

Thursday 30 January—S2 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 20 February—Senior Phase Parents’ Evening (1) 

Tuesday 25 February—Senior Phase Parents’ Evening (2) 

Monday 23 March—Parent Council Meeting 

Wednesday 25 March—S3 Parents’ Evening 

To keep up to date with all that is 

happening in school as it happens 

you can now follow us on Twitter.  

Give us a follow @Milneshigh.  If     

pupils have been achieving out of 

school and you would like their      

successes to appear on our page then 

please get in touch with the school 

Twitter 

 

School Telephone Information Line 

Instructions for Use 

  1 Dial 0870 054 9999   

 (Calls to this number will be charged at 2p 

 per minute service charge plus your call  

 provider’s access charge) 

  2 Milne’s High School’s PIN Number 031060 

  3 You will get a confirmation message:  

 “Selected Milne’s High School” 

You will then enter a menu system: 

Press 1 to hear severe weather information 

Press 2 to leave a non-urgent message 

Press 3 to hear general school information 

Press 4 to enter a different school PIN number 

Press # to end call 

Named Person Service 

The Named Person Service must be made 
available to all children from birth to 18 years 
of age.  During the holiday period the Named 
Person Service will be covered by the Local 
Authority centrally.   The Duty Named Persons 

can be contacted through the general enquir-
ies line on 01343 563374 or via the generic e-
ma i l  a d dr ess  e d uc at io na nd so c ia l -
care@moray.gov.uk during normal working 

hours.    

As always, if the Named Person is not availa-
ble and there is a concern for a child, a call 
must be made to Duty Social Work on 01343 
563900 (08457 565 656 out of office hours) 

and/or the Police on 101. 
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Christmas Concert 

The Milne’s High Christmas Concert took place on Monday 16  December.  It was a concert bursting with a great 
selection of acts including Midget Gems, New Voices and the Orchestra and Jazz Band. The Music department was 
able to collaborate with other performing arts to deliver a concert that gave young people the opportunity to 
nurture their creative talents and contribute positively to the local cultural. Thanks to all who took part, helped and 
came along.    
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