MILNE’S HIGH SCHOOL
October 2018 NEWSLETTER
A community where the individual matters and expectations are high
It is my pleasure to introduce you to another newsletter and I like many members of our school community, cannot believe
how quickly this term has passed!
We were delighted to welcome a lovely group of S1 students after the summer holidays and have had some new enrolments
to other year groups who are settling in well as valued members of our school community. I was pleased to note that
members of our Senior Phase (S4-6), particularly last year’s S6, enjoyed some record breaking attainment and students, staff
and parents are to be congratulated for their efforts. We are now in the process of implementing the 33 period week and
report that this is progressing well while appreciating the patience and good conduct of our students as they have waited for
buses on Friday afternoons.
We started the term by delivering a key message for all students - “to be the best version of yourself” - and many of our young
people are already showing their ability and potential in a range of subject areas across the school. We have many priorities
for improvement and these can be seen on the School Improvement Plan by visiting our website or on request from the school
office. As you may be aware, we are re-visiting our vision, values, mission and aims statements with our school community and
this will be issued for consultation early in the new term.
There continues to be a range of activities taking place around the school and this newsletter captures many of these. We are
looking forward to our farmers’ market on the first week back after the holidays and our senior students have been very busy
planning the Halloween disco. The S1 production of 'HOOKED' is also underway in earnest. This is an opportunity for our
younger pupils to participate in cross-curricular learning with a view to increasing their awareness of drug-related issues and
we look forward to their performance to parents in November.
I usually take the opportunity at this time of year to outline some key reminders. We continue to stress the importance of
attendance in every class following the introduction of our new system to detect missing students. When a student is not
accounted for in class, parents will be contacted therefore it is vital that students ensure that they follow their timetable
precisely. We also continue to highlight the importance of students being ‘visible’ as they make their way to and from school,
particularly as the darker mornings and evenings are upon us.
We received a higher than usual amount of complaints from our community last session with the main sources being bad
language, students walking on the road or dropping litter. Students should also be reminded that they should not go near
burns/rivers, especially when there have been prolonged periods of rain. Students who cycle to school should remember to
wear helmets and have lights fitted on their bikes.
In addition, we make a regular appeal at this time of year for all students to be collected promptly (no more than ten minutes
following the conclusion of school events). Finally, a reminder that next term can often see a lot of colds, flu and stomach
bugs and therefore the importance of good hygiene cannot be underestimated.
Finally, I am delighted to report that the overwhelming majority our students continue to come appropriately dressed to
school with black footwear, a black skirt or trousers and correctly-worn tie. Similarly, most of our students have returned this
term with a strong sense of pride in their attitude to their studies and respect t other members of the school community. We
thank parents for their ongoing support of our drive to continue to raise standards across the school.
It has been a busy and productive term and I wish all students, staff and parents a relaxing and well deserved break before
returning for the winter term at 8.45 am on Monday 22 October when we will continue to stress the importance of all
students achieving their best from Milne’s High School.
Trish Cameron
Head Teacher
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Art and Design Department

Scott McWilliam’s final expressive higher painting was selected for the John Byrne Award – Touring Exhibition which was
displayed at Findhorn Art Centre and more recently The Moray College UHI. The opening evening was Tuesday 25
September. The John Byrne Award promotes inclusion, respectful debate and open-mindedness as young artists address
mental health, family, relationships, social and environmental issues in their work.

Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award
Well done to the Bronze participants who completed their Qualifying
Expedition successfully on Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 September. They
completed this section of the award by completing their presentation
to parents, their assessor and other members of staff on Wednesday
26 September. Their presentations gave an insight into the experience
they had on the expedition along with how they worked to achieve
their group aims. The message which shone through was how they
worked together to complete the walking and camping and they felt
working together as a team was an essential part of this success.
A great achievement by these nine young people – well done to all
involved.
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Who Kidnapped The Janitor?
To celebrate European Day of Languages on Wednesday 26 September, a group of S5 students along with Ms Lyall
organised the Raymond kidnap code break game! The S1s, S2s and some senior students took part in solving the clues to
work out the suspects’ names and alibis which were all given in binary except the last clue which was in French. Ms Neillie
turned out to be the culprit, she had kidnapped Raymond to teach him to speak French as she loves the language! The first
group to solve the clues was Callum Hughes’ group, with Riona Masson’s group in second place and Miss Goodwin’s S2
class in third place. It was great fun and there was a real buzz around the school as pupils ran backwards and forwards to
collect the next clue to crack. A huge thank you to Raymond for being such a good sport!
Around the school we celebrated all things international all week with food and music from around the world in the
canteen. German dishes were cooked up in Home Economics and the S1s found out why it is important to learn other
languages and made some wonderful PowerPoints that were displayed all week on the plasma screens. The library created
a welcoming display in different languages and the ASN department ran a languages carpool karaoke.
Thank you to all the staff around the school who got involved with this week, especially the canteen staff who provided an
ever popular range of world wide food and allowed us to play music. Thank you too from Ms Lyall to the amazing senior
students who came up with the idea of the kidnap and created the code, the clues and the list of suspects!
Roma Coull (S5)
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Language Linking Global Thinking
S2 pupils recently welcomed Talia Bagnall to school. Talia is a student at St Andrew’s University and she is about to embark on
her 3rd year out at Perpignan University in France. During her year out, Talia will be blogging to our S2 pupils in English and
our S3 pupils in French about her experiences. The S2 pupils had so many questions for Talia that she will be kept very busy
answering their queries on everything from Brexit to music, films and food and most importantly, what is Fortnite called in
French?! Pupils were interested to hear about the different languages you can study at university as well as the various
subjects you can combine with a language. Thank you to Talia for coming to meet us and we wish her all the best for her year
abroad.

Art and Design Department

Two of our talented art students, Daisy Edmond and Chloe
Whitworth, are having their work displayed in the Gallery in
Elgin Library between Saturday 3 and 14 November 2018
as part of:
Putting Success on the M.A.P.
An exhibition of work by Moray Art Pupils
The exhibition is open to the public and the pupils would be
delighted if you could view it.
Art work shown by Daisy Edmond (top) and Chloe
Whitworth (left)

Unicef
Unicef: Milne’s High School has now achieved the Bronze Award from UNICEF Rights
Respecting Schools. We will now be working towards our Silver Award in the upcoming
academic year. More information can be found at www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respectingschools

Contact us: Milne’s High School, West Street, Fochabers, IV32 7DJ

World Challenge Expedition to India 2018
Twenty three students and four staff to part in the World Challenge expedition to India during the summer break. They
travelled out together then split into two teams; Mr Kennedy and Mr Elder took ten students, whilst Mrs Fraser and Miss
Goodwin had thirteen students. They followed slightly different itineraries however we both went to Kochi and spent some
time hiking and camping in the Western Ghats in Kerala. They then went on to complete a project phase. Mrs Fraser’s team
worked for the Sambhali Trust, a women’s empowerment program in Jodphur. Whilst Mr Kennedy’s team went to Udaipur.
They then finished the trip off with a visit to the Taj Mahal in Agra before flying home. The expedition was twenty two days in
total.

The Expedition Blog: Team 1
‘After a ridiculous thirty six hour journey consisting of three flights (the last of which was delayed twice and had us zigzagging
across the airport), we’ve finally reached Kochi. Turns out they weren’t exaggerating when they said it was absolute chaos,
the bus journey from the airport to the hostel was only 45 minutes and absolutely terrifying! We’re attempting to adapt to
the ridiculous heat (32°C!!!) and sticky humidity, and many of us hopped into a cold shower as soon as we got inside. We’re
currently out for tea in a gorgeous café/art gallery and are stuffing our faces, as the majority of us haven’t eaten since 8.30
am this morning. We’re having a wild time so far, and will spend tomorrow trying to get used to this crazy country before we
start our hike!’. By Lauren and Andrew Team Leaders

We left the first accommodation in the morning and took our first local bus.

We then got off at the wrong bus stop to which we worked as a team to
get the correct bus to get off at the right stop

Afterwards was the orientation presentation for our trek which begins
tomorrow

We then took a Ferry back over to Fort Kochi; two of us were mistaken
for being married

We headed back to our new accommodation for the night and then
went out to our first traditional Indian show

After the show we went to a tea room for dinner and then headed back
to our accommodation

P.S Andrew got married 3 times during the day
by Emily and Morven Team Leaders

Our first day of trek began on the 5 July with a bus journey of roughly 6 hours to our first destination. We then began our
trek of 1.5k as couldn’t complete 3k as there was 7sevenelephants blocking the track. When we reached our first camp we
had our first team dinner, which was amazing! On the second day of the trek we set off at 8 am and walked for roughly 8k.
During this trek we reached our highest peak of 1800m, where we decided to have a photo shoot! Once at our second camp
site we discovered tents would not be needed as we would be glamping. On these two days our guides Raja and Abit taught
us lots about the culture and the areas we were walking through . Through this we were able to taste local plants and fruits
and learn about our new surroundings.—Catherine and Molly Team Leaders
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Expedition Blog Team 1

Project Day 1; Once we arrived at the guest house in Jodhpur, we were shown the possible rooms and then we were told they
weren’t actually ours; simple mistake due to another group arriving the same day. After freshening up we had our breakfast
and then we had a couple hours to chill where some people took a much needed nap; we didn’t get much sleep during our
travels. We then set off to see one of the best preserved forts in India, The Mehrangarh Fort. The architecture was amazing
and we all enjoyed the sights even though we ended up becoming more of a tourist attraction than the fort itself. Guess we
now know how it feels to be famous. Once we got back to the guest house we met with the owner and founder of Sambhali.
We chatted and spoke to him about what we would do during our project and he told us stories about some of the women
who are/have been with the trust. First day of project: In the morning we met with Govind (founder) and he took us to see the
centre that we would be painting. We then returned to the guest house and sorted out the supplies and paint that we needed
along with the designs and colours that would go on the walls. We also started looking at booking hotels and restaurants for
our stay in Agra and Jaipur whilst a few of the team members went out to get the supplies and paint. Around 1 o’clock we
headed back to the centre and started playing games and singing songs with the girls that we met and had a water fight when
it started raining. We cleared, sanded down and primed the 2 classrooms while also painting the outside windows, door frame
and lower section of the wall. We also managed to paint the first layer on the doors inside the building. After returning to the
guest house after an enjoyable day, despite the intense heat, we enjoyed some down time before having dinner and heading
to bed after a team meeting. – Emily and Ailsa

Day 2 on project was a tough start: with exactly one week until we got home we were all wistfully thinking of pizza and chips
the whole day. To add to the general sense of achievement and joy, the first room we’d painted all peeled off and with the
help of the girls at the centre we had to scrape it right back. The gloss and terracotta was added to the outside which made
the building look shiny and new on the street. Children came to watch us painting outside where they asked us lots of
questions like “what is your name” and “what is your country”. Nobody ever knows what a ‘Scotland’ is. Other than little
victories like patterns over the doors, it was a long and hot and excessively sweaty day. The women noticed our desperately
sweaty appearances, and pulled us outside to try and teach us Indian dancing which was embarrassing but hilarious fun. We
enjoyed learning their culture through their dance and looking like potatoes having a wee boogie.
We got back at 4 and freshened up, then had our spirits significantly lifted by a visit to the Sambhali trust boarding house for
young girls. The girls at the house were either orphans or had been taken from their villages for their own safety to save them
from human trafficking. Many of them had spent most of their lives dressed as boys with short hair to keep them safe. Despite
their previous circumstances the girls were very welcoming and in high spirits.
When we arrived we were met with such joy and kindness, it was almost overwhelming, we sat down with the girls and they
sang us songs, we sang Caledonia for them (it was the only Scottish song we could think of at the time) and taught them ceilidh
dancing. They cooked us dinner which was really good, 5 star service, highly recommend.
One of the girls we met, Bianca, was 14. She had been at the boarding house since 2012 when it was founded. In her village
she would have been forced into a child marriage by now. Sambhali trust helps prevent many similar cases, the visit was a real
tear jerker and we were gutted to leave, many of us silently crying in the car on the way back. We are continually amazed by
the Sambhali trust.
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Expedition Blog Team 1 Continued
Day 3 had us all feeling inspired to make a difference but we arrived to find – yep, you’ve guessed it – the other room had
peeled. This was extremely frustrating, as it seemed we were working backwards. However, we did manage to complete the
emulsion in the courtyard and get the first designs on the walls. Grace finally got her much needed doctors appointment at a
real terrifying Indian hospital, and her fingers definitely aren’t broken!
At 4 we returned to the guesthouse again and took a speedy shower and snack break before heading to the Sambhali
boutique in central Jodhpur. We got tuk tuks into the town and it was one of the most terrifying experiences of our lives. It
made the Alleppey tuk tuks look like monorails. The boutique itself was gorgeous, full of gifts and clothing made by the
women of Sambhali. We ventured down into the market briefly, which was exactly like the India we were expecting when we
first touched down in Kochi 2 weeks ago – chaotic and overwhelming, and full of cows.
It was a tough few days but we were keen to keep working to make sure we made the best of the project and worked with
what we could. The trip to the girls home was a welcome burst of motivation and it allowed us to look at not only the work
we were doing but the impact it could have on these young women’s lives.
Lauren and Caitlin
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India Expedition Blog Team 2
Team 2 spent time exploring the city of Udiapur, famously used as the filming location for the Bond film Octopussy, including
the city palace as well as the bazaars and temples. The team worked with the Green Lion project to support the local Deaf
school. At the deaf school, the team was tasked with refreshing the tired décor as well as spending time with the pupils, half
of whom boarded at the school. Every morning the team was taught some Indian sign language and then got down to work.
The team also took up the opportunity to play football with a group from a large secondary school, close to their
accommodation. At the end of the week, the school held a large assembly to say farewell and presented the team with a gift
of some of the handicrafts produced by the pupils.

Day 1
After finishing our project we had an early morning to drive up to Jaipur. After arriving in the hotel we were all so tired so had
a nice meal in the hotel and had an early night.
Day 2
Today we went to the Amber Fort, which we had a guided tour. This was very interesting and gave us beautiful views of the
city. At the fort there were lots of offers for elephant rides which the whole group found difficult to watch the elephants
struggle in the heat up and down the road. After lunch the weather was hot and humid (35 degrees) lucky our hotel had a
swimming pool which we took full advantage of, we had a great time jumping in and getting some funny photos.
Day 3
We left the hotel at 4.30 am to travel to Agra. It was a five hour drive. Today we went to Wildlife SOS, first we visited the
elephants. We learnt about the elephant culture in India through a short documentary and then got the chance to meet some
of the rescued elephants. It was really heart breaking to hear their stories but rewarding to see how far they have come. We
were all so impressed to hear how hard Wildlife SOS has to fight to save the animals but still continue and have bigger plans
to help others suffering.
In the afternoon we went to visit the worlds largest sloth bear sanctuary. This again was really heart breaking for us to see as
some of the bears still continue to dance because of the fear still haunting them from their past. We were shocked to find out
that sometimes it can take over five years for them to be fully rehabilitated.
Day 4
Today we had a lazy morning and most of us went to the pool and steam room to relax. We think this may have been the
highlight of the trip for the boys and they certainly loved it more then we did!!
After lunch we went to visit the Taj Mahal. Most of us were surprised at how big it actually is in real life. We got a tour guide
and had some professional photos taken which turned out really well. There were so many people and we even managed to
see the other world challenge group 1 which was nice to have a brief catch up with them all. After a pretty amazing
experience we all ordered pizza and watched the Titanic film together for our final night in the hotel.
Everyone is getting excited to go home and see all their family and friends. Just the long journey home to go now.
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Sport
On Friday 5 October the Inter-House Cross-Country Championships took place and pupils in each year group ran against
each other, a list of winners will be posted in the School Notes section. A Health and Wellbeing fun run also took place with
staff and pupils completing a one mile course. Some attended in fancy dress, it was not a prerequisite for the race but prizes
were awarded for the best individual and group fancy dress.

Athletics
Hannah Kingham, S4 competed at the Celtic Games at Grangemouth and gave a personal best in the javelin with 35.67m and
placing her 3rd in the under 16’s. Hannah also competed in the National Championships and won the discus with a personal
best of 30.84m and came third in the javelin with 33.4m.

Orienteering
Hannah Kingham, S4, was invited to train for a week as one of the top 24 UK athletes in Lagganlia, Kingussie. Hannah won
both the Sprint and Classic races held during the week. She also spent 2 weeks with the Scottish Team training in Sweden.
There was a 3 day event held during their time there where Hannah came in seventh overall.

Author Event
Award winning author Philip Caveney, aka Danny Weston, visited the school on Monday 3 September to talk to the S3 pupils.
He regaled his journey into publishing and why he had to write under two different names. He read from his book ‘The
Scarecrow’ which had everyone gasping in fear as he left them wondering what was to come next

Scottish PEN Library Display
The library hosted an exhibition celebrating 90 years of Scottish PEN (Poets, Playwrights, Editors, Essayists and Novelists) from
Monday 17 to Friday 21 September. The exhibition, which was formerly at the Scottish Parliament, showcased nine decades of
Scottish literature, activism and community. All students, parents and the general public were welcome to view it in the library
as it was the last month the exhibition would be displayed and we were delighted Moray Schools have been chosen as the final
exhibition venues for it.

Quiz Night
A quiz night held at Milne’s High School on Wednesday 3 October Teams of six people paid £10 to enter with tea, coffee and
biscuits provided on the night. Much fun was had by all, teachers, pupils and parents.
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Dyslexia Awareness Week
Monday 1 October saw the start of Dyslexia Awareness Week. Mrs Burchell , Principal Teacher of Additional Support for
Learning promoted the week in the school with posters and awareness materials. The Library had a display of dyslexia friendly
reading materials and Barrington Stoke books for all to see and use.

Career Ready
Our new cohort of Career Ready pupils attended the launch event at Moray College. This was an opportunity for the young
people to meet their mentors for the first time. This year we have mentors from Baxters, Moray Council, Moray Sports Hub,
McPhersons, Robertsons, Johnston & Carmichael, Speyfruit, Brightworks and Breedon. It is great to have support from local
businesses and we are looking forward to working together to support our young people.

Duke of Edinburgh
Five hardy Duke of Edinburgh participants passed their bronze qualifying expedition with flying colours on Saturday 22 and
Sunday 23 September 2018.
The group walked from Coylumbridge, on forest tracks, to the top of Glenmore valley at Lochan Uaine, to camp in the woods
near Glenmore lodge. After a chilly night they walked around Loch Morlich and on to Loch an Eilean and a well-deserved
celebratory ice cream. Occasional heavy showers and sore feet from 12 hours of walking did nothing to dampen their cheerful
enthusiasm and they were treated to spectacular views of the Cairngorm mountains capped in snow. Many congratulations
on completing the trek in style.

Books for Schools
We will be collecting tokens from the Scottish Sun newspaper and dividing these out with our local feeder
primary schools. If you don’t have a child at Primary school, please send these tokens into us and we will
distribute them. Primary schools can get over £550 worth of free books for their school. The scheme is
running from Wednesday 24 September to Sunday 18 November 2018 inclusive. Tokens are in the Scottish
Sun and the Sottish Sun on Sunday.

Staffing News
This term, we have said farewell to two members of staff. Mrs Sheila Shearer, who has taught Maths for 36 years (and three
weeks!) earning a well-deserved retirement, although she is providing some cover until a permanent replacement can be
sourced. We also said a sad farewell to Ms Mairi McLennan who relocated to another part of the country. Ms Alena
Gardiner, Acting Principal Teacher of Guidance, secured a permanent post at Elgin High School and leaves at the end of term
with our thanks and best wishes. We welcomed Mrs Andrea Russell who is our new Inclusion Co-ordinator, a position funded
by the Pupil Equity Fund (PEF).
We are currently recruiting the following positions: Teacher of Maths, Teacher of Support for Learning, Principal Teacher of
Music, Principal Teacher of Guidance and a Depute Head Teacher. The Parent Council receives updates on all appointments
and their minutes are displayed on our website.
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Information
School Telephone Information Line
Instructions for Use
1

Dial 0870 054 9999
(Calls to this number will be charged at 2p
per minute service charge plus your call
provider’s access charge)
2
Milne’s High School’s PIN Number 031060
3
You will get a confirmation message:
“Selected Milne’s High School”
You will then enter a menu system:
Press 1
to hear severe weather information
Press 2
to leave a non-urgent message
Press 3
to hear general school information
Press 4
to enter a different school PIN number
Press #
to end call

Named Person Service
The Named Person Service must be made
available to all children from birth to 18 years
of age. During the holiday period the Named
Person Service will be covered by the Local
Authority centrally. The Duty Named Persons
can be contacted through the general enquiries line on 01343 563374 or via the generic email
address
educationandsocialcare@moray.gov.uk during normal working
hours.
As always, if the Named Person is not available and there is a concern for a child, a call
must be made to Duty Social Work on 01343
563900 (03457 565 656 out of office hours)
and/or the Police on 101.

Key dates for your diary
Monday 22 October—Term begins
Friday 26 October—Farmer’s Market
Monday 29 October—Parent Council Meeting
Tuesday 30 October—Halloween Disco
Tuesday 6 November—Hooked
Monday 12 & Tuesday 13 November—In Service
Thursday 15 November—Anti-Bullying Engagement Evening
Thursday 15 November—Information of Choice Evening S3-S5
Thursday 22 November—S2 Parents’ Evening
Monday 26 November—Parent Council Meeting
Wednesday 28 November—Senior Phase (S4-5) PTG Choice
Parents’ Evening (1)
Monday 3 December—Occasional Day—School Closed
Tuesday 4 December—S3 Parents’ & SDS Evening
Monday 10 December—Senior Phase (S4-5) PTG Choice
Parents’ Evening (2)
Tuesday 11 December—Christmas Concert
Tuesday 11 December—Art Exhibition
Thursday 13 December—Junior Dance
Monday 17 December—Senior Dance
Friday 21 December—Term Ends
Monday 7 January 2019—Start of Term

Facebook
To keep up to date with events happening in
school, follow of Facebook page
MilnesHighSchoolMoray
This page will be updated every Friday with
the following weeks events.
Please note this is not a monitored account
and therefore all communications should still
be made either via telephone or email
admin.milneshigh@moray-edunet.gov.uk

Twitter
To keep up to date with all that is
happening in school as it happens you
can now follow us on Twitter. Give us
a follow @Milneshigh. If pupils have
been achieving out of school and you
would like their successes to appear on
our page then please get in touch with
the school office.
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