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Many pupils, staff and parents have said to me over the last week that they cannot believe how quickly this term 
has passed.  There is a saying that “time flies when you are having fun” and I hope that our community has found 
this to be an enjoyable as well as productive term.  It is my pleasure to update you on our recent and ongoing    
activities, school assemblies, improvement priorities and efforts to raise standards at Milne’s High School.  
 

There are many activities currently taking place around the school. At the time of writing, we are looking forward 
to our Farmers’ Market and our senior students have been very busy planning the Halloween disco and prepara-
tions for the S1 production of 'HOOKED' are ongoing. This is an opportunity for our younger pupils to participate in 
cross-curricular learning with a view to increasing their awareness of drug-related issues and we look forward to 
this performance in November.   
 
We have had several assemblies this term underpinned by our school vision, values and aims. Each assembly this 
session will focus on one of the Wellbeing Indicators with the latest assembly focusing on safety.  We have outlined 
the importance of attendance in every class following the introduction of our new system to detect missing        
students.  When a student is not accounted for in class, parents will be contacted therefore it is vital that students 
ensure that they are within their timetabled learning area. We also highlighted the importance of students being 

visible as they make their way to and from school, particularly as the beginning and end of school days are getting 
darker. Students were reminded not to walk on the road and ensure that they do not go near burns/rivers,         
especially when there have been prolonged periods of rain. Students who cycle to school should remember to 
wear helmets and have lights fitted on their bike. In addition, we make a regular appeal at this time of year for all 
our young people to be collected promptly (no more than ten minutes following the conclusion of school events).  
Finally, the school community were reminded that next term can often see a lot of colds, flu and stomach bugs and 
the importance of good hygiene was stressed.   
 
We have many priorities for school improvement this session.  These include curriculum developments, introducing 
new systems to support learners, further promotion of a positive mind-set, capturing the student voice and         

increasing parental engagement.  We are fortunate to have a very supportive parent council under the leadership 
of Rhonda Geddes Stewart and meeting times will be communicated to parents. You may be aware that last week 
the Moray Council announced the implementation of a 33 period week for secondary schools from next session, 
meaning that the school day will be longer Monday – Thursday and end at 1.10  pm on Fridays.  More information 
will be disseminated to parents next term. Furthermore, as previously noted, we are changing the way that we  
report to parents following feedback received through surveys, focus groups and parent council.  Parents report 
that they would prefer shorter and more frequent reports regarding pupil progress.  Last year we piloted monthly 
tracking in the senior phase and these will also contain brief comments, replacing the overall report that S4-6     
previously received in February.  This session we are piloting regular tracking reports in the BGE with the intention 
that these will replace an overall report from next session.  
 

Finally, I am delighted to report that the overwhelming majority our students continue to be appropriately dressed 
to school with black footwear, a black skirt or trousers and correctly-worn tie. Similarly, most of our students have 
returned this term with a highly respectful attitude and aspirational approach to their studies.  We thank parents 
for their ongoing support of our drive to raise standards across the school.  
 
It has been a busy and productive term and I wish all students, staff and parents a relaxing and well deserved break 
with a view to returning refreshed and ready for the winter term at 8.40 am on Monday 23 October.   

 
 
 
 

Trish Cameron 
Head Teacher 



STUDENT VOICE AMBASSADORS 
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FIRST TERM FOR FIRST YEARS 

Student Voice Ambassadors organised a Community Event at Milne’s High on Friday 30 June 
to support the Moray Foodbank and the Moray School Bank.  Pupils recognised that somtimes 
people in our community may face financial difficulty and need support from us all.  Boxes 
were placed in each tutor classroom for any food and school clothing items.  In all 42 shirts, 
25 pairs of trousers, 8 jumpers, 1 pair of shoes, socks, 2 school bags, various stationery items, 
171 tins of food, 17 bags of pasta, 48 packets dried food and various toiletries were donated. 
Thank you to all who supplied items and a very big thank you to all who organised and 
worked so hard on this. 

It’s been a busy start to our S1’s first term at Milne’s High School, with pupils settling into the 
swing of things and getting to know their peers and teachers.  Keeping up with homework,                   
remembering timetables and finding their way around, it’s all a very confusing to start with, but 
they have done very well.  Keep up the good work. 
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RAF LOSSIEMOUTH VISIT 

MUSIC 

As part of the Annual Reception at RAF Lossiemouth, pupils attended a school engagement 
event held in 1 (F) Squadron’s hangar, where various sections of RAF Lossiemouth showcased 
service life through displays and discussions.  His Royal Highness (HRH) The Duke of York also   
attended the event and interacted with the service personnel and the school children.  

Preparations took place in the Music Department prior to a visit to Eden Court.  Along with   
teachers from other Moray and Highland schools, Miss McLennan attended a training afternoon 
at Eden Court with the Scottish Chamber Orchestra (SCO) learning about minimalist music.  Since 
then, senior classes have been composing their own pieces prior to their trip to Inverness on 
Wednesday 27 September to hear the SCO perform live in a schools concert.  The SCO         
demonstrated the fundamentals of the piece they were to play to the pupils so the pupils could 
have a greater appreciation of the music, 
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MUSIC 

Speyfest was opened by Milne’s Fiddlers who also had the honour of supported Blazing Fiddles.  
Kate Kinniburgh was voted 2

nd
 in the Young Entertainer Competition at Speyfest this year.  Kate 

also managed to get Distinction in her Grade 5 violin and Sophie Smart S4 received Distinction 
in her grade 5 Tuba.  

Pupils of the music department have had a very busy summer break, many travelling to far flung 
destinations showcasing their talent.  

Rowan Matthews, S6 jetted off with MacAulay Ross, S6 and two former pupils of Milne’s, 
Rachael Stoker and James MacGreggor as Fochabers Fiddlers, to Canada on tour.  Our    
congratulations to them all for such a successful summer and wishing them equal  success 
in the future.   
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SPORT 

ORIENTEERING 

Congratulations to Morven Pride S5, Euan 
Pride S3 and Owen Brown S1 who recently  
completed and won their classes in the  
Scottish Archery Champions in Glasgow. 
Morven  became the Scottish Champion in 
her class breaking the standing record in  
under 16’s Barebow by 100 points!  Euan 
came first in the Boy’s Compound class and 
Owen first in the Boy’s Barebow class. 

Hannah Kingham was selected and ran for Scotland at the recent 
Junior Inter-Regional Championships (JIRCs).  The Scottish Girls’ 
teams came in 1

st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
 and 6

th
 being the overall winners on the 

day.  Hannah is now set to take part, and represent her country 
again in the Junior Home International event in Wales on 7-8   
October.  

ATHLETICS 

Grace Whelan and Andrew Stoker recently took part in the Scottish National under 17s Athletic 
Championships in Grangemouth.  Grace ran in the 1500m coming in 3

rd
 overall and Andrew ran 

in the 100m and 200m coming in 5
th

 in the final. 

Grace also took part in the Junior Home International Hill Race (U20) 
at Peebles on Saturday 12 August (5 days too old for U17!) and       
collected a team silver medal, coming in a personal 10

th
 overall. 

ARCHERY 
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HILL RUNNING 

TANG SOO DO 

Congratulations to Kiah Flett, S6 for  
becoming the Grand Champion in the 
Scottish Tang Soo Do Championships.  
Tang Soo Do is the traditional Korean 
martial art of self-    defence; Kiah won 
three golds at the event leading her to 
be chosen as the Grand Champion.  
Kiah enjoyed the tournament greatly 
but said her final fight was a very 
tough one with only a single point   

between them. 

Congratulations goes to Lewis Hay 
S1 for winning his age group, under 
16s, in the 10k Speyside Windfarm 
Challenge.  He was six minutes 
ahead of his nearest rival, the race 
taking place on quite a steep hill. 

WORLD LANGUAGES  WEEK 

One of our recent assemblies proved to be very entertaining with pupils doing the Macarena as a 
tribute to World Languages Week.  Pupils produced PowerPoints, tutor quizzes, beginner’s        
lessons in  Japanese, the canteen offered food from various countries and everyone had fun all 
week        discovering new languages and cultures. Ms Lyall, PT  Modern Languages, organised 
the events ensuring it was educational as well as fun.  

こんにちは Kon'nichiwa 

Kiah also went on to 
win 1 gold medal and 2 
silver on Saturday 30 
October in the British 
Tang Soo Do         
Championships. Well 
done Kiah. 
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MATHS 

SUMMER TRANSITION 

Posters adorned department        
corridors to celebrate National 
Maths Week.  The week  helped   
develop awareness and key skills in             
numeracy and the departments 
tasked pupils in class.  Various       
conundrums were ‘tweeted’ for        
pupils to solve on the department’s 
twitter feed.    

Some of the new S1 pupils enjoyed a few days of orientation and confidence building over the 
summer break.  Treasure hunts, a visit to the fire station, menu preparation, cooking and outdoor 
skills were some of the things they had fun with.  It was a good introduction to the school and 
some of their peers which made the transition a little easier. 



PERSONAL SOCIAL EDUCATION 

ART 
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The S3’s enjoyed a session by two members of the Royal 
Navy Careers’ Team from Inverness on interview skills and 
tips, how to apply for jobs and what the pitfalls may be 
when applying.  P.O. Marie Frain and L.S. Michael Murray 
described what a good job advert looked like.  They gave 
tips on researching jobs, contacting employers and making 
yourself more attractive to an employer.  P.O. Marie Frain 
and L.S. Michael Murray had worked previously with staff 
and pupils at Bagaduish and were delighted to be invited 
back to work their magic on the pupils again.  Hopefully 
the knowledge given will help the pupils be more          
confident in future when seeking employment and         
approaching employers. 

MODERN LANGUAGES 

Congratulations to Tom Henderson,       
Nadine Corbett and Hannah Kingham 
who are joint winners of the French       
Eatwell Plate competition.  
 
Excellent travail!  

 

FRENCH COMPETITION 

Glasgow School of Art hosted several schools 
at their new campus at Blairs Steading on the 
Altyre Estate near Forres.  The Steading has 
been transformed into an inspiring studio, 
workshop and exhibition space with state of 
the art areas for research, teaching,              
phototyping and flexible lab work. 
Mrs Neillie and eight pupils from the Art        
department spent time viewing the facilities 
and learning what courses are available,    
viewing the Art work already produced there. 
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https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fichef-1.bbci.co.uk%2Fnews%2F660%2Fcpsprodpb%2F118D0%2Fproduction%2F_93688817_campus.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk-scotland-highlands-islands-38695385&docid=c5a8W-ZjGC0wgM&tbnid=d
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HOOKED 

EXPLORING THE UNIVERSE 

INFORMATION 

Key dates for your diary 
Monday 23 October—Term begins 

Wednesday 25 October—Halloween Disco 

Monday 12 & Tuesday 14 November—In Service 

Tuesday 7 November—Hooked 

Thursday 9 November—Pathway Planning Career Event (S2-S5) 

Thursday 16 Nov—Anti bullying engagement evening 

Tuesday 21 November S3-5 Information choice evening 

Wednesday 29 November—Senior Phase (S3-5) PTG Choice 

Parents’ evening (1) 

Friday 1 December—Craft Fair—6 pm—9 pm 

Thursday 7 December-S3 Parent and SDS evening 

Monday 11 Dec Senior Phase PTG Choice evening (2) 

Tuesday  12 December—Christmas Concert 

Thursday 14 December—Junior dance 

To keep up to date with all that is 

happening in school as it happens 

you can now follow us on Twitter.  

Give us a follow @Milneshigh.  If     

pupils have been achieving out of 

school and you would like their      

successes to appear on our page then 

please get in touch with the school 

office. 

Twitter 

Aberdeen Science Centre enchanted the S1 and S2 pupils with a dazzling display of science at its 
best.  Pupils experience the hands on High Voltage Generator, a Plasma Sphere and had their   
image captured on an infra-red camera that normally captures images from space.  The show  
gave the pupils an insight into the wonders of science and hopefully generated a few budding 
scientists. 

It’s all go to get singers, dancers, set designers and musicians up to speed for our yearly          
rendition of Hooked.  The GP Hall was resounding on Wednesday 27 September as the singing 
rehearsal took place.  Full attendance, from all S1s, is expected at all rehearsals from now until 
the big day.  We are really looking forward to a spectacular show this year.  Good luck with your          
rehearsals and keep up the hard work.  The performance of Hooked will be on Tuesday 7            
November. 
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MONEY 

UCAS 

INFORMATION 

School Telephone Information Line 

Instructions for Use 

  1 Dial 0870 054 9999   

 (Calls to this number will be charged at 2p 

 per minute service charge plus your call  

 provider’s access charge) 

  2 Milne’s High School’s PIN Number 031060 

  3 You will get a confirmation message:  

 “Selected Milne’s High School” 

You will then enter a menu system: 

Press 1 to hear severe weather information 

Press 2 to leave a non-urgent message 

Press 3 to hear general school information 

Press 4 to enter a different school PIN number 

Press # to end call 

Named Person Service 

The Named Person Service must be made 
available to all children from birth to 18 years 
of age.  During the holiday period the Named 
Person Service will be covered by the Local 
Authority centrally.   The Duty Named Persons 

can be contacted through the general enquir-
ies line on 01343 563374 or via the generic e-
ma i l  a d dr ess  e d uc at io na nd so c ia l -
care@moray.gov.uk during normal working 

hours.    

As always, if the Named Person is not availa-
ble and there is a concern for a child, a call 
must be made to Duty Social Work on 01343 
563900 (08457 565 656 out of office hours) 

and/or the Police on 101. 

Please note that we will no longer be accepting the round £1 coins from 15 October 2017 as they 
cease to be legal tender.  Only the 12 sided £1 coin will be accepted from this date. 

STAFFING NEWS 

UCAS came to Moray College to provide assistance to our senior pupils hoping to apply to university.  
Many of the sixth year attended the convention; they were advised on how to apply, which courses were 
available and what qualifications would be required.  Applying to UCAS can be a daunting task but given 
the advice the sixth years should find it easier than most. 

CAREER READY 
Pupils attended the Career Ready seminar and met their mentors at Moray College recently.    Career 
Ready has been highlighted as an example of best practice in an Education Scotland  report, praising 
the way in which students in Moray are being prepared for the world of work.  The seminar provided 
pupils with an opportunity to connect with their mentor and hear about  experiences other young   
people have had on the programme. 

This term, we have said farewell to two members of staff. Mrs Joy Potter, who was part of our canteen 
team and also worked as a Technical Assistant, has moved to a new position in industry. We thank her for 
her contributions to the school community.  She has been replaced by Lisa McWilliam, who is also a  
member of our canteen team. Mrs Tracey MacPherson, a Clerical Assistant in the office, has recently taken 
on a new role as a support worker at Lossiemouth High School. We thank her for her hard work and 
friendly manner both as a member of the office team and in her other role as Pupil Support Assistant.     
 
After the October holidays, Ms Jo Kirby, Principal Teacher of History/Modern Studies, is moving to an   
authority position and we wish her all the best as she takes up this new challenge.  Ms Kirby has made a 
significant contribution to the school and she will be missed by the school community. As a result of 
these staffing changes, we are currently advertising for the role of office Clerical Assistant and Principal 
Teacher of History/Modern Studies.   
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