MILNE’S HIGH SCHOOL
December 2017 NEWSLETTER
A community where the individual matters and expectations are high
As we approach the end of yet another successful term, it is with delight that I introduce this newsletter.
Once again, there are many notable achievements for our school community to be proud of and these
are contributing to a very positive and vibrant ethos in the school. Earlier in the term, the school
community was kept busy with a variety of activities including student performances such as ‘Hooked’;
there were also a number of staff meetings and parental engagement/information evenings. We have
been busy creating a Christmas ‘vibe’ during the last few weeks with many festive events - all of which
you can read about in this newsletter.
As we look forward to the New Year, we will be maintaining our drive for high standards including a
renewed focus on the wearing of appropriate school uniform. The progress made to date is notable and
this is contributing to the strong ethos of the school. Please note that students are expected to wear
their tie correctly, black footwear and no jeans or leggings. There will be student assemblies on the first
week after the holidays both to remind students of these standards and to concentrate on areas of
achievement within the school community.
We have many other ongoing items of school improvement to prioritise and no doubt 2018 will be just
as busy a year as we continue to move forward in providing our young people with the knowledge, skills
and experience required to be successful learners and effective contributors.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the very best for the festive period and we look
forward to welcoming our school community back at 8.40 am on Monday 8 January 2018.

Trish Cameron
Head Teacher

Staffing Update
In November, we welcomed Mrs Eilidh Caddell to the Additional Support Needs department. In
December, Mr Murdo Macleod joined our team as Principal Teacher of History and Modern Studies,
replacing Ms Kirby who left during the term to take up a new position within Moray Council. This week
we appointed an Acting Depute Head Teacher for a six month secondment to take forward the agenda
set out by the Scottish Government on allocation of the Pupil Equity Fund. I am pleased to report that
this post will be undertaken by Mr Adam Macleod who is currently a Quality Improvement Officer with
Moray Council who will join the team in mid-January. We also welcome Lynette Barber who joined our
Office team earlier this month. This means that we are fortunate to have a full staff complement of
committed professionals to help meet the needs of our young people and ensure they reach their full
potential both in school and in the wider world.

Contact us: Milne’s High School, West Street, Fochabers, IV32 7DJ

Moray Schools’ Art Exhibition
Congratulations to Laura Galloway who took 2nd place in the Secondary section of the Moray School Art
Exhibition on Saturday. There was a fantastic attendance and a great response from the public, families
and pupils involved, which made the event extremely worthwhile. The show looked fantastic, and the
quality of work was excellent. Well done Laura!

Farmers’ Market
Our most successful Farmers’ Market took place on Friday 6 October in the school GP Hall. Stalls from
local crafters, produce suppliers and even a mobile farm were on hand to entertain, educate and offer
goods for sale. The market was open to the public, pupils and staff; primary school pupils from as far as
Buckie attended. The S3 musicians from the school entertained the crowds throughout the day and they
did a great job, even delivering on a request from the Head Teacher. One of the favourite exhibits was
the mobile farm which was home to a calf and two sheep; the children asked questions and saw the
animals being fed. Smoothie making on bikes proved a success as did the felt making plus many more
activities. The school’s enterprise groups provided stalls filled with insect hotels, ‘sticks and stones’
pictures, flowerpots brimming with sweets, bird food and lots of great produce, all showcasing the future
potential of the pupils involved.
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Culloden Trip
S3 History students enjoyed a trip to the Culloden Battlefield on Tuesday 24
October. In the morning, they dressed in period costume to take part in a reenactment, then explored the fascinating visitors’ centre. In the afternoon,
they received a guided tour of the battlefield, which many found to be very
moving. Good weather prevailed and staff at the centre complimented the
knowledge, manners and exemplary behaviour of all who took part. The
students were accompanied by Mrs Cameron, Head Teacher, Mrs Siniecki
from the ASN department and Mrs Geddes-Stewart, Chair of our Parent
Council. They were all very impressed with the level of student engagement
and how they all acted as ambassadors for Milne’s High School.

Taekwondo
5th year pupil Jessica Innes achieved
fantastic
results
at
the
Scottish Taekwondo Championships on
Saturday 14 October at the Ravenscraig
Sports Facility in Glasgow. Jessica won a
Gold Medal in her patterns and a silver in
her sparring, competing against many
girls who were in advanced weight and
age groups. Jessica’s younger sister,
Sophie, also won a silver medal at the
event.

Sport
Our congratulations again to Kiah Flett who
won one gold medal and two silver medals on
Saturday 30 October in the British Tang Soo Do
Championships. This follows on from her
recent title of Scottish Grand Champion. Well
done Kiah!

Friday afternoon’s cross country run and fun run proved
to be a popular way of finishing the term. Pupils ran in
their year groups to gain points for their house teams
and there was a high turnout in most age groups. A fun
run followed on later for all who wished to enter, in
fancy dress or not. There were many costumed runners,
too many to mention, but fun was definitely had by all.
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French—Moray Digital Learning Team
The Moray Digital Learning Team, Ashleigh Symonds and Glen Dunn visited our French department on
Friday 6 October, to share their knowledge and produced a workshop on Thursday morning to some of
our S2 pupils. The pupils created an animated story telling clip in French. The results of the session were
fun and eye-catching presentations. The pupils gained a great deal from the morning which they can
now use in other areas of their learning. A big thank you to the team at Moray Digital for all their hard
work and well done S3, the presentations are great.

Moray Supports Refugees
Mr Archibald of our RME department organised and has been
collecting warm clothing, with the help of students and staff,
for the charity Moray Supports Refugees. Thank you to all
who have donated items - this has been a worthwhile
endeavor.

Gingerbread House Competition
The Home Economics Department held a Gingerbread House Competition. An external judge came in
and was looking for creativity and imagination and was certainly not disappointed. A fantastic effort.
Congratulations to everyone who took part.
S1/2/3 Category
Joint winners: Catia Santos, Darci Sharp, Kirsten Lee and Harriet Whelan
Senior Phase Category
Kia Flett
Staff Section
The ASN team

Contact us: Milne’s High School, West Street, Fochabers, IV32 7DJ

Hooked

This year’s S1 put on a fantastic show, Hooked, about drug abuse in the GP hall on Tuesday 7
November. The project focused on the drugs most widely used by young people and the consequences
that are associated with misuse. All S1 pupils had the opportunity during class time to participate in
the project by learning the script, gathering information about drugs, devising dances to the music,
singing the songs of the musical, creating the visual media aspects and promoting the event. In the
lead up to the performance day all pupils worked in their chosen discipline - singer, dancer, actor,
visual designer or researcher – to allow the performance to be a success. Pupils also attended
rehearsals at lunchtimes or after school, which allowed the pupils to be fully prepared to perform the
musical to their audiences. They performed the musical to the P7 pupils of the associated primary
schools and invited guests. Parents also got a chance to view the musical and get a true feel for the
amount of work and effort the pupils had put in. It was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. Well done!
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Photographer Mrs Liddle Presents Higher Folio to Seniors

Mrs Liddle came to the N5/Higher class to share an outline of
creativity through black and white analogue photography for
which she achieved an A at Higher recently. She talked through
the units involved in the course and in detail the non-camera
images she produced in the darkroom. We discussed the
vocabulary and language of photography and the link to design
and creative language in Art and Design. Her final twelve images
were on the urban environment and taken from unique
perspectives.

Children In Need
The school was buzzing with fundraising in aid of Children In Need. Pupils and staff organized a bake sale
at break times with lots of sweet treats for all to buy. The canteen was alive with Jukebox beats where
pupils had paid 50p per song to have their chosen songs played at lunchtime. Old style pounds were
collected at the reception desk and there was even a ‘guess the weight’ Pudsey cake. All in all a very
successful fundraising day. A total of £263.13 was raised .
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Archery
Milne’s Archery Club has had a very successful year; Owen Brown S1, Euan Pride S3 and Morven Pride S5
have all come in first place in the Scottish Outdoor Rankings for the year.

Milne’s Archery Club also won the team award cup, donated by Gordon & MacPhail in the 2017 Diageo
sportMoray recognition awards on Tuesday 21 November. This is an amazing achievement for the club
and is in recognition of all the hard work, effort and dedication of members and volunteer helpers.
Congratulations to all involved in this very successful club.

Swimming
Jacob Wood and Ben Rattray both competed in the Moray Time Trials at Forres on Thursday 9 November.
Jacob, 1st year, won a gold medal with a personal best time in 200m back crawl, and a bronze medal with
another PB in front crawl. Ben Rattray, 2nd year, also won a bronze medal in his class. Well done boys and
good luck for your next competition.
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Rugby Trip
Scotland v Australia - Autumn Test: On Saturday 25 November staff and pupils travelled to Murrayfield
to watch Scotland take on Australia in the last of their Autumn Test matches. The atmosphere in the
stadium was electric - all staff and pupils cheering on for the Scotland victory. It was an amazing game to
watch with Scotland winning 53-24! We are already looking forward to the next trip to watch Scotland
play England in the 6 Nations.

Career Event

On Thursday 9 November, over 25 businesses supported our very own
Career Event for our young people. Pupils across the school were given the opportunity to speak to
professionals about their future pathways, getting advice and support from adults with backgrounds in
many different sectors of employment. Milne’s High School would like to thanks everyone who came
along to support the event.

Active Schools Training Day
Congratulations to Isla Matthews, Niamh Whelan and Kirsten Thomson who successfully completed the
Competition Organiser Training Day on Tuesday 14 November, delivered by Active Schools. They are now
trained in event organisation and we look forward to their input in school events in the future.
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Parent Council Raffle
The parent council would like to thank everyone who participated in this year’s Christmas Raffle by selling
or buying raffles and donating prizes. Although the exact figure is still to be calculated, the raffle made in
the region of £510 profit. Thank you for your support and generous donations.

Royal Voluntary Service Christmas Lunch
Our 2.4 Music class have been spreading some Christmas cheer at the end of term as they performed in
the community on Thursday 14 December for senior citizens at the RVS Christmas Lunch. They sang and
performed a mixture of Christmas songs which was enjoyed by everyone. Thanks also to Macaulay Ross
and Naomi Morrison who helped accompany the group to the Bellie Church Hall. The group look forward to refining their performance skills on the final Thursday of term as they perform for residents at
Milnescroft.

Scouts
Pupils from Milne’s High School who are members of the Scout Association received a range of awards
from District Commissioner Dougie McPhee during the recent Moray District Scout Christingle Service.
Chief Scout Gold Award was presented to Fochabers Scouts Owen Parry and Taylor Sim and Mosstodloch
Scouts Josh Standfast and Calum Hughes. The Gold award is the highest award that can be gained within
the Scouts section of the Association.
Chief Scout Platinum Awards were presented to Fochabers Explorer Scouts Isla Matthews, Niamh
Whelan, Katie Jane Ward and Mosstodloch Explorers Kelly Munro, Holly Burrell, Andrew Merchant and
Calum Thomson.
Chief Scout Diamond Awards were presented to Fochabers Explorer Ailsa Black and Mosstodloch
Explorer Andrew Merchant.
Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award was presented to Mosstodloch Explorer Zoe Steven whilst Lauren
MacDonald received the Explorer Belt.
Two Explorers who are former Milne’s High pupils, Hannah MacKay and Eleanor Brownlie received their
Queen’s Scout Award, the highest award in Scouting. Both will attend a ceremony in London where they
will be presented to the Queen in recognition of their achievements.

Community Engagement
Each year our head prefects organise a visit to our local sheltered housing complex, Milnescroft, where
our music department provide Christmas musical items and gifts are given to each household. This year
we have been delighted with the donations from staff, parents, partners and businesses and are very
grateful for their support . We are very much looking forward to spending some time with the Minescroft
residents at this special time of year.

Contact us: Tel: 01343 820611 Email: admin.milneshigh@moray-edunet.gov.uk

Christmas Dances
The Senior and Junior Christmas Dances took place on the 14 and 19 December. The pupils in
attendance were dressed for the occasion and took to the ceilidh dancing—provided by Footerin
Aboot and Ill’Tricket—with lots of enthusiasm. A massive thank you to the S6 organisers who put a
huge amount of effort into making the ‘Jingle Ball’ dances such a great occasions. Thanks also to
all the staff who came along and helped ensure that the nights were a great success.

Junior

Senior
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The Flying Theatre Company
Mrs Lyall of the French department organised a visit from ‘The Flying Theatre Company’ on Thursday 30
November. They performed an hour-long sketch in French but with unique visual and interactive skills
(juggling Baguettes!) that helped any non-French speakers understand the meaning in actions. The pupils enjoyed a fusion of comedy, music, circus skills and other feats of daring dynamic theatre. The fun
escalated when teachers and pupils were encouraged to help out with the act causing great hilarity as
not all could speak French! It was a very enjoyable and educational hour which will encourage all students in their use of the French language and will definitely be remembered.

Quaser Hockey
Come along on a Thursday after school to hockey training sessions with Isla Matthews and Ailsa Young
from 4.30 pm - 5.30 pm at Milne’s High School games hall. This is for anyone in P4 to S2 and all abilities
welcome.

Information
Key dates for your diary
Friday 22 December - End of Term
Monday 8 January - Start of Term
Tuesday 9 January - Parental Engagement Evening (Curriculum)
6 pm -7 pm
Tuesday 16 January - S2 Parents’ Evening
Monday 15 January - Wednesday 31 January - Prelims
Monday 29 January - Parent Council Meeting
Wednesday 31 January - S1 Parents’ Evening
Monday 5 February - Parent Council Meeting
Friday 9 February and Monday 12 February - Mid Term Break
Wednesday 14 February - Senior Phase Recital Evening (Music)
Thursday 22 February - Senior Phase Parents’ Evening (1)
Tuesday 27 February - Senior Phase Parents’ Evening (2)
Tuesday 6 March - K’nex - P7 Transition Day
Monday 19 March - Parent Council Meeting
Thursday 29 March - End of Term

Twitter

To keep up to date with all that is
happening in school as it happens
you can now follow us on Twitter.
Give us a follow @Milneshigh. If
pupils have been achieving out of
school and you would like their
successes to appear on our page then
please get in touch with the school
office.
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Music Exams
Many pupils have been celebrating after the latest round of Associated Board Music Exams. Tommy
Ireland, Sean Melrose and Freya Paterson all put a lot of hard work into preparing and we are very proud
of their success.

Christmas Concert

On Tuesday 12 December the Music Department showcased their annual Christmas Concert. Once
again, it showcased the fabulous talent at Milne’s High School which featured the Jazz Band, Milne’s Fiddlers, Choir, String Orchestra, Harp Group, S4 Singers as well as solos and dance. The night was hosted by
our Head Prefect Grace Whelan and Lauren Young who kept the audience entertained. Many hours of
hard work go into preparing for this event and Miss McLennan would like to thank everyone who performed in and supported the concert.

Information
School Telephone Information Line
Instructions for Use
1

Dial 0870 054 9999
(Calls to this number will be charged at 2p
per minute service charge plus your call
provider’s access charge)
2
Milne’s High School’s PIN Number 031060
3
You will get a confirmation message:
“Selected Milne’s High School”
You will then enter a menu system:
Press 1
to hear severe weather information
Press 2
to leave a non-urgent message
Press 3
to hear general school information
Press 4
to enter a different school PIN number
Press #
to end call

Named Person Service
The Named Person Service must be made
available to all children from birth to 18 years
of age. During the holiday period the Named
Person Service will be covered by the Local
Authority centrally. The Duty Named Persons
can be contacted through the general enquiries line on 01343 563374 or via the generic email
address
educationandsocialcare@moray.gov.uk during normal working
hours.
As always, if the Named Person is not available and there is a concern for a child, a call
must be made to Duty Social Work on 01343
563900 (08457 565 656 out of office hours)
and/or the Police on 101.
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