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Moray Art Pupils Display 

At the start of November some senior 

phase art pupils got the chance to show-

case some of their work at the Moray Art 

Pupils  (MAPS) exhibition which was held 

in the gallery at Elgin Library  between 5-

17 November.  The event showcased 

work from secondary school pupils from 

across Moray.  It was clear to see the 

amount of effort and care that the pupils 

had put in to all of their pieces. 

As we approach the end of yet another successful term, it gives me great pleasure to introduce 
our newsletter.   

This term has once again witnessed Milne’s High School at its best and we have many achieve-
ments to celebrate. My personal highlights this term have included the Christmas concert, S1-3 
dance and the senior dance where a good time was had by all. The outstanding behaviour of 
our students and commitment of our staff was very evident throughout both these events. I 
was also very impressed by the efforts of senior students to entertain the residents at 
Milnescroft while handing over hampers containing goodies donated by parents and other 
community members.  

The new year will see us continue to raise the standards of our school.  Our focus on wearing 
appropriate school uniform continues and we see a notable difference in students wearing 
their uniform with pride.  Please note that there will be another special focus on uniform after 
the holidays and we ask that students wear their tie correctly, black footwear and no jeans or 
leggings. More members of the school community are seeing the benefits of wearing appropri-
ate dress for school.    

We have many other ongoing items of school improvement and we look forward to 2017 as 
we endeavour to move the school forward on so many fronts to provide the learning experi-
ences required for our students to be successful, responsible and effective members of the com-
munity.   

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the best for the festive period and we look 
forward to welcoming our school community back at 8.40 a.m. on Monday 9  January 2017.  

 

Trish Cameron  

Head Teacher  



Hooked 2016 
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Now in its eighth year, the current S1 cohort took to the 

stage on the 17 November to perform the drugs awareness 

musical ‘Hooked’ to the P7s from Milne’s , Mosstodloch and 

Lhanbryde as well as to Parents and family members in the 

evening.  The pupils spent weeks preparing for the show in 

PSE, Music, Art, PE, English and the Library.  The musical  

seeks to educates the pupils on the dangers of drug taking 

not only to themselves but to other people as well.  The mu-

sical tells the story of Steve who wakes up realising that he is 

in hospital having taken drugs on a night out.  His con-

science—Connie and Dev—try to persuade him to either 

keep taking drugs or to change his ways.  The show sees 

Steve meeting various people who warn him about the dan-

gers involved in drugs misuse.  As well as the whole year 

singing throughout the show the action is interspersed with 

dance routines.  A big thanks go to the staff who gave up 

their time to help with the show and to the pupil helpers 

who worked with the pupils across the disciplines.  

Big Community Bid 
The Hooked team have been successful in gaining £1,500 

of funding from tsiMoray.  The local charity sought out 

bids from organisations that offer services or run projects 

that deal with issues relating to drugs and alcohol.  Their 

’Our Communities (Drugs and Alcohol fund)’ held a deci-

sion making event at The Inkwell in Elgin on Wednesday 7 

December.  A group of pupils from a range of years came 

along to the event to represent Milne’s.  The pupils spoke 

extremely well to members of other organisations and the 

public about the work of Hooked.  Organisers commented 

that the pupils did themselves proud on the day. Receiving 

this funding means that Hooked will be able to remain as 

part of the S1 interdisciplinary experience.   Well done to 

those who put the bid together and we look forward to 

implementing the changes we can now make to Hooked. 
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Farmers Market 

The Home Economics Department and The 
Royal Northern Countryside Initiative held 
their second Farmers Market on Friday 25 of 
November. Everyone in the Milne’s High 
School community was invited to attend in-
cluding pupils from our feeder Primary 
Schools,  parents and friends. One of the  aims 
was to introduce pupils to the concept of lo-
cal food produce and to give them infor-
mation that will help them make informed 
choices when buying food. Local businesses 
and producers were invited along to run stalls 
and workshops giving everyone the oppor-
tunity to learn about local food production 
and farming, and an opportunity to purchase 
locally produced foods. Home Economics pu-
pils from all year groups were involved in 
making products for sale at the market and 
running stalls on the day.  The event proved 
very successful and was enjoyed by those 
who attended. We are grateful for the contin-
ued support of the Royal Northern Country-
side Initiative and in particular  RNCI Project 
Manager Rachel Turner. 



Contact us:   Milne’s High School, West Street, Fochabers, IV32 7DJ   

RMPS Department Visit 

A group participating in an international exchange of student teachers of Religious and Moral 
Education came to visit Milne’s High School in late November. The group consisted of six stu-
dent teachers from the University of Aberdeen and seven from Tubingen in Germany, along 
with two tutors from each institution.  They are particularly interested in developing an under-
standing of how diversity and plurality in Religious Education is taught in countries around Eu-
rope.  Pupils from Milne’s High shone as they hosted the group for two hours. First there was a 
fantastic welcome and discussion organized by Dr Orr’s S4 RME class, with Erika Stewart, Han-
nah Brown and Gavin MacKay delivering a presentation on the pupils’ experiences in RME at 
MHS. Then came two round table discussions, with a small group of S3 and senior pupils an-
swering and asking questions of the visitors in a mature and thoughtful manner. Participating in 
these groups were Andrew Milne, Callum Johnstone, Finbar Curran, Jamie Dickson, Beth Daley, 
Joanna Walker, Raphaela Walther, Loui McMaster, Iona McEwan, Robert MacPherson, Weronika 
Cichosz, Hannah Gould, Scott McWilliam and Claire Allan. Feedback from the visitors indicated 
that they were most impressed with the intellect, maturity and confidence of our pupils. Very 
well done for representing our school so well! 

Litter Pick 

S6 pupils have been 

doing their bit to keep 

the school grounds 

looking in tip top con-

dition by doing litter 

picks on the school 

playing fields. 
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Christmas Dances 

Junior 

The Senior and Junior Christmas Dances took place on the 15 and 20 December. The pupils in 

attendance  were very smartly dressed and took to the ceilidh dancing—provided by Footerin 

Aboot—with lots of enthusiasm.  A massive thank you to the S6 organisers who put a lot of effort 

into making the ‘Candy Cane Lane’ dances a big success.  Thanks also to the staff who came 

along and helped out.  

Senior 
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Christmas Concert 

A huge well done goes to all of the pupils who performed at 

the Christmas concert on the 13 December.  Families and 

friends turned out in force to watch the talented pupils per-

form a range of musical pieces.  There were group perfor-

mances from the fiddler group, the jazz band, the choir and  

the S3 music class.  Their were also some solo singing perfor-

mances—Bethan Hampton-Smith, Catherine Oag, Lewis Wiles 

and Rebecca Andrews and Calum Jones– as well as some solo 

instrumentals  - Andrew Merchant, Amber Thorlney and Har-

riet Whelan.  The comperes for the evening—Weronkia Cichosz 

and Isabella Ashcroft—did a fantastic job presenting the musi-

cians.  A big thanks go to Miss McLennan, Mr Clark and all of 

the musical instructors who work hard throughout  the year.  

Thanks also go the Parent Council for organising and running 

the raffle which raised £500 for school funds. 

S2 Science 

All our S2 pupils have  been introduced to 
coding using the Microbit in the Technical de-
partment. They have now been given them to 
take home and been set homework  in their 
Sciences class.  Their first task is to program 
the Microbit to measure temperature. Once 
completed further challenges will be set in 
measurement and datalogging. 
It is very important that all future scientists 
and engineers know how to code to some 
degree.  Using the Microbit, Arduino or the 
Raspberry Pi is a great way of doing this. 



Safe Drive, Stay Alive 
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Men's Sheds 
A group of S6 Boys— Lewis Wiles, Arran Daley, Michael Potter and Craig Galbraith—have been 

helping the local Men’s Sheds group with the promotion of their group.  The boys have been 

helping to update their website, Facebook page and have set up a twitter account as well.  

The gentlemen—who are currently out of their normal meeting place—graciously offered to 

help tidy up the courtyard and to build a new greenhouse which shall be used to grow pro-

duce for the school to use.  A massive thanks go to the men for all of their hard work. 

Bake Off Success 

Congratulations go to Diane McIntosh from the Can-

teen who came a highly impressive second in the 

‘Big Schools Bake Off ‘Scotland competition for 2016.  

Diane travelled to the  City of Glasgow College on 

the 23 November.  Diane had to bake a range of deli-

cacies for a panel of judges before eventually coming 

second.  She received a gift voucher and signed cook 

book as part of her prize.  Again a very well done to 

her for all her effort. 

On Wednesday 2 November all S5 pupils travelled to 

Aberdeen to attend the annual Safe Drive, Stay Alive 

event at the Beach Ballroom.  The pupils heard from 

various professionals who are involved in helping at 

road traffic accidents as well as from people who have 

been involved in accidents or have lost a loved one 

due to a car crash.  This emotional event really hits 

home a serious message about road safety to pupils. 

Festive Food 

The canteen put on an excellent Christ-

mas lunch on the 8 December.  The pu-

pils and staff lined the corridors to grab 

some of the excellent festive fare. 

Violin Success 

Congratulations go to 

Freya Paterson (S2) who 

successfully auditioned for 

the Grampian Youth Or-

chestra.  She has also 

made it on to the National 

Youth Orchestra of Scot-

land's string training en-

semble.  
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Star Awards 

Congratulations go to Miss Dawson and Ms 

Tiddy who both received Star Awards from 

Moray Council on the 29 November.  The 

awards—for Outstanding Contributions—

were handed out at a ceremony held in the 

Town Hall in Elgin.  As well as winning the 

Outstanding Contribution award, Ms Tiddy, 

also won the Chief Executives Award for all 

of the wonderful work she does for Duke of 

Edinburgh and the effort she put in to the 

organising he Diamond Celebrations earlier 

this year. 

French Exchange 

This year we have teamed up with a 
French school. S1 pupils have been gath-
ering together items to be sent across to 
them. Some of them have been writing 
letters and others bringing in information 
and items to show the French children 
some of our Christmas traditions and cele-
brations here in Scotland. We are sending 
a package with all the items in it, hoping 
to get a response or something back from 
them in the near future. 

By Briony Stewart (S1) 

Role Play 

S1 French pupils have just completed a Role-Play 
assessment. Some pupils played the part of a 
Milne’s High pupil greeting and welcoming a new 
French speaking pupil to the school, but others cre-
ated a scenario and invented lots of different char-
acters to act out. In our class, Megan Keddie and 
Daisy Edmond took it in turns to be Santa inter-
viewing a French elf for a job (Megan even dressed 
up), Laurel Morrison and Yasmine Bensaoud played 
the parts of a lazy hotel receptionist welcoming a 
guest and we were a ned and a nerd and then we 
were midgets. The whole thing was in French, and 
Mrs Lyall was so impressed with us all that she 
couldn’t pick any star students this term. In Mrs Mill-
sopp’s classes, the star students were Darci Sharp, 
Freya Hughson, Logan Shade and Aryn Folkard in 
1B and Harriet Whelan, Chloe Geddes, Sam Bayley 
and Finlay Downey in 1C.  

By Hugh Allan and Matthew Souter. 

Pupils from France 
with their gifts. 
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Library News 

A range of activities took place in the library during Book 

Week Scotland (21-25 November).  Staff posters showed 

pupils what staff are reading now, whilst a display of 

books showed pupils what staffs favourites reads are.  

Book Bingo was won by Rhiannon Stradling (S4) and Ail-

sa Black (S4).  Ailsa also won Library Go on the Wednes-

day.  The ever popular Bookface competition was won 

by Faith Hopkins (S1).  All classes who visited the library 

during the week also wrote a 15 word story went down 

extremely well.  Well done to everyone who took part in 

the various events. 

Comic Creations 

Aberdeen University Trip 

On Thursday 27 October 18 S6 Advanced 

Higher pupils travelled to Aberdeen Uni-

versity Library with Miss Dawson and a 

group from Buckie High.  The aim of the 

visit was to allow pupils to access multiple 

resources that would help them with their 

dissertations and investigations.  The pupils 

also got the chance to experience a little of 

what it might be like when they them-

selves head to university.  All pupils agreed 

that the trip was worthwhile. 

Book Week Scotland 

The School was very pleased to welcome comic book art-

ist Edward Ross to school on Wednesday 14 December.  

Edward worked with the whole of S1 on creating mean-

ingful characters of their own creation.  Pupils also took 

part in team exercises, starting and finishing other  class-

mates cartoons.  The room really was abuzz with high 

energy and interest.  We hope to use what we leant from 

Edward for some further work in the school. 
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Halloween Disco 

Geography Fieldtrip 

On Wednesday 9 November  

Geography pupils spent the day 

at Kingston beach gathering da-

ta for their Higher assignments.  

Miss MacDonald’s and Mr Ken-

nedy’s classes spent the day 

measuring stones and noting 

down various pieces of infor-

mation that they would then 

analyse once they returned to 

school.  Although the day was 

mildly chilly the pupils got on 

well with the work that they 

had to do, working particularly 

well in teams to make sure they 

got all the data they needed.  

The S6 led Halloween disco that was held on Thursday 27 

October was a great success.  The S6 event Committee had 

organised a wonderfully spooky zombie apocalypse 

themed scare trail which had pupils (and some staff mem-

bers) quaking in their boots.  It was also great to see that so 

many pupils had put a huge of amount of thought and ef-

fort into their costumes.  The prizes for best costumes went 

to Amber Scholes (S1) and Aidan Streames (S4).  Thanks go 

to all of the S6 and staff helpers on the night. 
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Children In Need 

It was no pain no gain as some brave S6 

boys and male teachers agreed to have 

their legs waxed to raise funds for Children 

in Need.  Alongside this event, Milne’s 

Dance Group put on a show.  Mrs Potter al-

so kindly baked a Pudsey cake which was 

raffled off and won by Ross Shewan (S6).  A 

grand total of £333 was raised for the chari-

ty. 

Entertaining Milnescroft 

Miss McLennan's S4 Music class have 

been making regular trips over to see 

the residents of Milnescroft, where 

they have been performing a range of 

songs for them.  The residents have 

thoroughly enjoyed the visits and 

agree that the pupils have shown 

them some real musical talent.  During 

their last visit the pupils brought ham-

pers with them for the residents.  The 

Home Economics department made 

some fudge and spiced chutneys for 

the hampers as well as mincemat pies, 

gingerbread cupcakes and shortbread 

for the residents to enjoy on the day. 



Cross Country 

Sports Round Up 
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Bowling 

As always the last day of the Autumn term 

saw the Inter House Cross Country event take 

place.  It was very well attended buy pupils 

from all year groups.  The winners on the day 

were: Megan McKay  and Finley Downey (S1), 

Hannah Kingham and Dean Murdoch (S2), 

Niamh Whelan and Blair Milne (S3), James 

Leslie (S4) and Grace Whelan and Morgen 

Lewis (S5).  The overall house winners were 

Sivewright.  Well done to all of those who took 

part, earning valuable house points for doing 

so.  Thanks also go to the senior pupil mar-

shals and staff who ran the event. 

Big congratulations go to Alix Buckham and 
Jamie Johnston, both S3, who have been of-
fered places in the Under 16 National Squad 
2017 for Ten Pin Bowling by the Scottish Asso-
ciation of Youth Bowling Clubs.  Both pupils 
play for a local club and this is a huge step up 
for both of them.  We look forward to hearing 
about how they get on in the squad. 

Horse Riding 

Well done to Amber Scholes (S1) who passed 

her RDS Proficiency test (grade 1) on the 28 

October.  Amber has been getting better and 

better at her horse riding and really enjoys 

taking part in the lessons.  We wish her well 

as she continues with her lessons. 

Netball 

Milne’s High School have now ventured in to the field of 

Netball with Junior and Senior teams having been set up 

in recent months.  Both teams have taken part in their 

first tournaments with pupils really developing their 

skills. A big thank you goes to the pupil leaders Sarah 

Sadiq and Beth Adam who have put a lot of effort in to 

working with the other pupils. 
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Key dates for your diary 

Monday 9 January—Term begins 

Wednesday 11 January —S2 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 16 January —Prelims Start 

Wednesday 1 February—S1 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 10 February & Monday 13 February—Holiday 

23 February—S1 LEPRA Slidathon 

23 February—SP Parents Evening (1) 

28 February—SP Parents Evening (2) 

Friday 31 March—End of term 

To keep up to date with all that is happening 

in school as it happens you can now follow 

us on Twitter.  Give us a follow @Milneshigh.  

If pupils have been achieving out of school 

and you would like their successes to appear 

on our page then please get in touch with 

the school office. 

Twitter 

Staff News 

Bulb Planting 

Skillforce have been given crocus bulbs from the Rotary to highlight their worldwide campaign 
to end polio.  The S3 Skillforce class spent Friday planting them in the planters at the entrance to 
the school and outside ICT 1. They will all be purple as the children, when vaccinated, are given 
a dot of purple ink on their finger to show that they have been treated. Well done to the group 
and we look forward to seeing the flowers bloom come spring time. 

Former Pupil Visit 
The Geography department welcomed former pupil 
Lucy Shorthouse. Lucy is a student midwife at the Uni-
versity of the West of Scotland and kindly agreed to 
speak to the Higher Geography classes on the issues of 
maternal / infant mortality and the delivery of Primary 
Health Care in developing world countries. Lucy 
helped to establish clear links with what is taught with-
in the higher course and her experiences as a student 
midwife. Both pupils and staff wish to express their 
thanks to Lucy for giving up her time and extend their 
best wishes to her as she embarks on her career in 
2017. 

In October we welcomed Ms Shona Smith as Teacher of Technical, Ms Marsaili Goodwin as 
Teacher of Home Economics, Mrs Lorna Millsopp as Teacher of Modern Languages and Ms 
Alexis Kelbie as Teacher of Physical Education. In November, Ms Aileen Neillie joined us as Prin-
cipal Teacher of Art.  Earlier this month we appointed Mr Ross Jagger to the position of Princi-
pal Teacher of Maths and we look forward to him starting in January.  

We say farewell to Mr Greg Ingram who is leaving at the end of term to take up a position in 
Aberdeenshire and we thank him for his hard work and wish him the very best for the future.  



School Telephone Information Line 

Instructions for Use 

  1 Dial 0870 054 9999   

 (Calls to this number will be charged at 2p 

 per minute service charge plus your call  

 provider’s access charge) 

  2 Milne’s High School’s PIN Number 031060 

  3 You will get a confirmation message:  

 “Selected Milne’s High School” 

You will then enter a menu system: 

Press 1 to hear severe weather information 

Press 2 to leave a non-urgent message 

Press 3 to hear general school information 

Press 4 to enter a different school PIN number 

Press # to end call 

 

Named Person Service 

The Named Person Service must be made 
available to all children from birth to 18 years 
of age.  During the holiday period the Named 
Person Service will be covered by the Local 
Authority centrally.   The Duty Named Persons 

can be contacted through the general enquir-
ies line on 01343 563374 or via the generic e-
ma i l  a d dr ess  e d uc at io na nd so c ia l -
care@moray.gov.uk during normal working 

hours.    

As always, if the Named Person is not availa-
ble and there is a concern for a child, a call 
must be made to Duty Social Work on 01343 
563900 (08457 565 656 out of office hours) 

and/or the Police on 101. 
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Gingerbread  House Competition 

Church Assemblies 

The Home Economics Department have had 
a fantastic response to The Gingerbread 
House Challenge.  Individuals and teams 
signed up to produce a Gingerbread House. 
The structure had to be self- supporting and 
decorated as creatively as possible to be in 
with a chance of winning. Judging took place 
on the morning of Wednesday 21 December. 
The exhibits then went on display in the 
Home Economics Department that afternoon. 
To involve as much of the school community 
as possible entries were invited for the follow-
ing categories and the winners are as follows 

S1/2 Pupils—Megan McKay and Darci Sharp, 
S3/4 Pupils—Rafaelea Walther, S5/6 Pupils—
Sara Denness and Staff— ASN department.  
The overall winner was Sara Denness  

A brilliant effort by everyone. We look for-
ward to an even bigger entry next year. 

All year groups attended Church as-
semblies during the last week of 
term.  The services—held at St Marys 
Church—were Christmas themed.  
Thanks go to the church for making 
us so welcome and to the staff mem-
bers and S6 marshals who escorted 
the pupils to the church.  Well done 
to those pupils who did readings and 
to the musicians who played so well. 
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