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WORLD CHALLENGE TANZANIA 
The World Challenge Group spent two days in the Cairngorms 

on their practice expedition.  The group will be travelling to Tan-

zania next summer to explore and work on a community pro-

ject.  The group started their practice expedition at Badaguish 

and spent the weekend learning skills that would stand them in 

good stead for their real expedition.   The team had a budget of 

Ã42 to spend which had to feed 14 people over the course of 

the weekend.   The main part of the expedition involved the 

group trekking up a hill carrying heavy packs as in Tanzania 

the group will have to carry their whole kit with them throughout 

their time in the country.   Although the group got a lovely 

weekend for their practice it was very windy making it feel like 0 

degrees Celsius at the top and very boggy at the bottom, with 

one member of the group ending up thigh deep in peat bog!   

The second day was spent on a long but less strenuous walk.   

Along the way the group worked their way through several 

safety scenarios such as river crossings, emergency evacua-

tion and getting lost.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These skills were delivered by their World Challenge group 

leader Pete Clark who took the last group to South Africa and 

Lesotho in 2014.  Along with Mrs Fraser and Miss Williams, 

Pete will accompany the pupils on their once in a lifetime ad-

venture.   The team worked fantastically well together and are 

now looking forward to their expedition in summer 2016. 

As we approach the end of a busy 
term, I would like to extend a warm 
welcome to all who read this newslet-
ter. Earlier in the term, I wrote to all 
parents to introduce myself and com-
mented on the polite and respectful 
manner of the vast majority of our pu-
pils at Milne's High School. I am de-
lighted to report that this is still the 
case and I thank all pupils, staff, par-
ents and the wider community for the 
warm welcome and support that you 
have given me. 

I am very pleased with the enthusiasm 
and work ethic of our new S1 pupils as 
well as the new enrolments who have 
joined other year groups.  I am happy 
to see them settle in well and look for-
ward to their contributions to the 
Milne's High School community over 
the coming years. All of our S1 pupils 
were recently involved in a fundraising 
activity for LEPRA, a UK registered 
charity fighting disease and poverty in 
countries such as India, Bangladesh 
and Mozambique.  

Meanwhile, rehearsals are well under-
way for the S1 production of  
'HOOKED'. This is an opportunity for 
our younger pupils to participate in 
cross-curricular learning with a view to 
increasing their awareness around 
drugs. There are many other activities 
taking place around the school; Duke 
of Edinburgh is ongoing as well as a 
number of departmental trips such as 
the recent History visit to Culloden Bat-
tlefield.   

It has been a busy and productive term 
and I wish all students, staff and par-
ents a relaxing and well deserved 
break.  I look forward to welcoming pu-
pils back for the winter term on Monday 
26th October at 8.45am.  

Trish Cameron 

Acting Head Teacher 
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Author Visit 

Historian and childrenôs author Allan Burnett was in school on Thursday 27 

August to speak to a captivated S1 audience.  Pupils gathered in the hall to 

hear Allan tell them stories about Vikings, Celts and Picts ï a topic they cov-

er in their S1 Social Studies course.  Allan had the pupils enthralled as he 

told them stories including one about Columba.  Some pupils even got the 

chance to dress up which provided the rest of the year with a few laughs.  A 

massive well done also goes to Eve Welbon who won the óHistorical Char-

acterô poster competition that they entered as part of their transition from P7 

to S1. 

Holland Trip 

tǳǇƛƭǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ aŜƴƛƴ DŀǘŜ 

At the end of the summer term Mrs Fraser, Mr Ingram, Mrs Buckley, Mr McIntosh and Miss Dawson ac-

companied a group of excited S1-S3 pupils to Valkenberg in Holland.  The group were fortunate enough 

to be in Holland and Belgium in the middle of a mini heatwave and took full advantage of the glorious 

weather.  Trips organised included visiting Bobbejaanland and Walibi theme parks, an outdoor swimming 

pool (which was much needed!), a chocolate factory, a toboggan run and war graves and memorials in-

cluding the Menin Gate in Belgium.  Staff involved agreed that the behaviour of pupils was excellent and 

they were exceptional representatives for Milneôs High School. 

S1 Open Event 
To encourage the new S1 to make use of the li-

brary, an S1 only open event was held at the start 

of term.  Pupils took part in a book themed quiz and 

enjoyed getting the chance to explore the library 

and what it has to offer.  The winners of the quiz 

were Rebecca Fleming and Hannah Kingham 

(pictured below).  Well done to all of those who 

came along and took part. 



Milneôs ASG Summer Transition Programme 

For a number of years partners in the Milneôs A.S.G. area have worked together to deliver a programme of activities 

aimed at primary 7 pupils who have expressed or displayed concerns about making the transition to Secondary 1.    

The organisational skills and experience of Cathy Collins the East Team Admin Assistant has ensured that the pro-

gramme has always been well organised, varied, exciting and done at minimum cost due to the involvement of a wide 

range of partners.   This year was no exception with a total of 18 pupils who over two weeks and in two groups en-

joyed a varied programme aimed at building confidence and resilience,  enhancing self-esteem, establishing relation-

ships whilst realising the benefits of working together and having good fun. The core staff on the transition programme 

were School Nurse Rona McCrone, and all of the Milneôs Engagement Team i.e. Gail Buckley the Home School Link 

Worker and youth work staff Julie Oyarzabal, Debi Ingram and Michael Newlands.  Ably supported by Miss J. Brown 

(Principal Teacher of Support Needs) and Lee Challice the D of E youth worker and Bush Craft Guru for the East 

team.  

Morning of day one was based in Milneôs High and by the use of clever quizzes organised by School Librarian Kelly 

Dawson, the participants learned to find their way around the school.   

The afternoon was spent at the Fire and Rescue Station in Elgin.   

Day two was spent outdoors at Roseisle led by Gail, Julie, Debi and 

Lee.  Firewood was collected and all learned how to light a fire using 

flint. Food was cooked and eaten after which name tags were made 

using saws to cut small discs of wood.    Portknockie was the venue 

on day three for Coasteering led by Outf!t Moray assisted by Michael 

in the water.  

A superb array of food was on the menu for day four in the H.E. base 

at Milneôs High. All of the food was chosen, prepared, cooked and 

enjoyed by the participants. This process involved working in pairs to 

complete the dishes. The children then all sat down to share the food 

with each other and with the staff. Thereafter they all worked together 

to wash up and ensure all equipment was back in in place. The food was supplied by N.H.S. Grampian and Jenny 

McLean the Young Peopleôs Health Improvement Officer was in attendance to ensure that everything was done safely 

and properly. Feedback from all involved has been excellent. Parents and guardians have all been very positive, 

school staff have praised, the process and the participants in different ways have expressed how they have benefitted. 
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Farmersô Market 

On Thursday 8 October a group of very hard working HE 
pupils organised a farmers market to take place in school. 

Senior hospitality pupils had at the end of last session attended the Royal Highland Show and with the help 
of Rachel Heydon, RNCI Project Manager, arranged for local businesses and initiatives to come along to the 
school to help educate pupils on local trade.  There was a vast array of products to sample and buy, includ-
ing bread, ice cream, felting, chocolate and wooden crafts.  Pupils also got the chance to take part in some 
worshops designed to give them more information about where their food comes from.  Primary schools 
were also in attendance.  A big thank you goes to all of the pupils who worked hard in the run up to the 
event making produce and to the pupils who helped out on the day.  A big thank you also goes to Mrs Gor-
don and Miss Matheson who have helped pupils in the run up to the event.  



Milneôs Youth Project 

Formerly known as The Smoothie Club, the M.Y.P. 

meets on Wednesday nights in the Fochabers Pub-

lic Institute and is for pupils in S2 ïS4. A new name 

has meant a different focus with members deciding 

- within reason - what they would like to do. They 

have identified that more resources are needed and 

this means fund raising.   Therefore two of the reg-

ulars Aidan Streames and Oliver Hopkins found 

themselves at Inchberry at 8.00am on a Sunday 

morning for the last car boot sale of the year.  It 

was even more of a shock for Youth Worker Mi-

chael Newlands from the Milneôs Engagement 

Team who accompanied and supported the boys. 

The other members contributed items to sell which 

resulted in Ã90 being raised. Other fund raisers will 

include a bag pack and a cake bake sale in the 

school. This will complement the Ã250 already re-

ceived following a successful bid to the Scotmid 

Community Fund. 
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BBC Visit 

Pupils in Miss Elliotôs S1 class had the company of 

Craig Anderson and the camera crew from the BBC 

on Wednesday 26 August. They were there to film her 

classroom teaching and interview Miss Elliot about 

her recent move to Moray. Despite the very heavy 

rain at lunchtime, all of the pupils arrived to class 

looking very smart wearing their full school uniform 

and during the course of the period worked hard de-

spite the distraction of a TV camera in the room. The 

news item was shown that evening on Reporting 

Scotland and at this time is still available on iPlayer. 

Physics Visit 

On Thursday 27 August, Sarah Gilchrist, a Radiother-

apy Physicist from Raigmore Hospital, Inverness visit-

ed Milneôs High School S3 Physics pupils.  The visit 

was aimed at inspiring young people into choosing 

Physics related careers and to link with the CfE out-

comes and experiences for waves and technology.  

Along with information about her personal training 

route into her career, Sarah talked to pupils about 

how various parts of the Electromagnetic Spectrum 

are used to diagnose and treat patients suffering from 

diseases like cancer.  

THERMAL CAMERA 
The National Physics classes have been using a ther-

mal imaging camera to investigate various aspects of 

heat and temperature. Looking for hot and cold spots 

on the human body, an exercise in finding a casualty 

hidden behind a screen in a building, as carried out 

by rescue services, and the conservation of energy by 

dropping a petanque ball into a tray of sand. This last 

technique is used to investigate the effects of an as-

teroid collision on Earth. 

Pupils found it very worthwhile and stimulated interest 

in the STEM subjects. This follows on from a recent 

visit by a medical physicist from Raigmore Hospital. 

The camera is shared amongst Moray Schools and 

was donated by SSERC; the Scottish Schools Sci-

ence Equipment and Research Centre.  

Fochabers Fiddlers 

A small group of the Fochabers Fiddlers were invit-
ed out to Canada to play at the 250th anniversary of 
the William Davidson Festival.  William Davidson 
was one of the first Scottish settlers to move out to 
Canada in the hope of starting a successful 
life.  The Fiddlers were first spotted by John McKay 
and Sandra McKay (both from Miramaeli, Canada) 
as we performed at Gordon Castle a few years 
ago.  When we found out about the trip to Cana-
da ,it was an offer which was hard to believe, but 
we were overjoyed when it became a reality.  So I, 
Ashleigh MacGregor, Ben Horton, Mark MacLeod, 
Callan Thain and Kirsten Ashcroft ventured across 
the pond to perform at this prestigious event.  It 
truly was a spectacular opportunity and we all en-
joyed every minute of it.  

By James MacGregor (S6) 
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Paired Reading 

A group of S1 pupils are benefitting from the guidance of a 

group of S6 pupils during morning sessions and library 

periods.  Pupils who would benefit from extra input with 

their reading have been paired with members of S6 who 

have volunteered to help the pupils.  The pupils spend ten 

minutes, three mornings a week having one to one read-

ing sessions and in addition have more one on one time 

during their English library periods.  These sessions are 

designed to encourage pupils in their reading and to work 

on valuable skills which will help them not only in English 

but across the school.  The S6 pupils also gain experience 

in working with and guiding the younger pupils, which can 

provide them with excellent skills as they move on from 

school to the world of work or further/higher education. 

Fundraising 

At the end of last term the annual school fete was 

held.  Organised by S6, the day was a great suc-

cess and a grand total of Ã1065 was raised for 

school funds.  On Friday 18  September the S6 

Fundraising committee organised a óJeans for 

Genesô day raising Ã288 for the charity. 

Skillforce 

The students have been taking part in their Health 
and Survival module as part of their ASDAN Per-
sonal Development Award. They chose to build a 
shelter in order to improve their survival skills 
and as a result they decided to research, draw and 
design two different shelters (Wikiup and A-Frame). 
The students showed good teamwork, communica-
tion, problem solving and listening skills.  

Students with their survival shelter 

Coffee Morning & Fair 

As part of their Personal Achievement Award, S4 

pupils Emily Loveland, James Fyffe and Jack Logie 

are helping to organise a fund raising Coffee Morn-

ing & Fair to be held in Bellie Parish Church Hall, 

on Sat 21 November from 10.00-12 noon.  All Pro-

ceeds to go to supporting Milneôs High School Life 

Skills Programmes e.g. swimming, horse riding 

and trips.    All are Welcome! 

This year under the banner of wider achievement, 
an Arts Award class is running. They currently have 
an exhibition of their work, along with the work of 
pupils from other Moray schools in Elgin Museum. 
It is a fascinating place and its free to get in. If you 
are in Elgin over the holidays go in and take a look. 
I think you will like the art work of our S4 Arts 
Award students. 

Arts Award 



History Trip 

The S3 history class took part in their annual trip to support their 

studies on the Jacobites and to introduce them to primary evidence 

about WWI held at Fort George. The group was accompanied by Ms 

Tiddy, Miss Dawson and S6 students who have been involved in 

peer support for the history department. The group took part in edu-

cational activities at both sites including dressing up in Jacobite 

clothes and trying out the weapons from Culloden. They also read 

primary sources such as diaries and letters from soldiers in the 

trenches from the archive at Fort George.  

The pupils reflected about their visit saying,  

ñI enjoyed the tour of Fort George as it was  

interestingò. Lauren MacDonald 

ñMy highlight was seeing the grand magazine at 

Fort George. I liked it because I am interested in 

weaponry.ò Max Sugg 

ñMy favourite part was getting to learn about  

different sides to the battle of Cullodenò.  

Ellie Gerrard 

ñMy favourite part was getting to look at all the 

weapons they would have used and getting to 

hold themò. Oliver Hopkins 

±ƛǎƛǘ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōΥ   ǿǿǿΦƳƛƭƴŜǎƘƛƎƘǎŎƘƻƻƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

S1 LEPRA Slidathon 

On Friday 2 October 2015 all S1 took part in our annual fundraising 
event to support the charity LEPRA.  This event, as well as raising 
much needed funds for LEPRA, gave the young people an oppor-
tunity to partake in a fitness workout.  This year, the event was a 
Slidathon ï a 20 foot inflatable slide which our young people used to 
compete against one another in House Groups.  The year groups 
were split into 6 groups ï 2 for each house ï and were given an allo-
cated timeslot in order to see how many slides they could do in that 
timeframe.  The event was supported by staff and S6 helpers to help 
score, time keep, give encouragement and help ensure a good time 
was had by all.   The competition was close all the way through but 
the results were as follows: 
1st place  - Mackintosh House - 103 slides 
2nd place  - Sivewright House - 101 slides 
3rd place - Munro House   - 100 slides 
The final total of monies raised for LEPRA was Ã605.53 and each house also gained points towards their 
overall House Points score for our annual Inter House Competition.  Well done to all who took part and 
helped support this worthwhile event. 

Our Parent Council held their AGM on Monday 7 September and met again on Monday 5 October.  Our office 
bearers for this session are:  Chairperson - Mrs Rhonda Geddes-Stewart; Vice Chairperson - Ms Alice Mayne; 
Treasurer - Mrs Clare Brownlie.  The next parent council meeting will be held in school on Monday 2 Novem-
ber at 7.15 p.m.  I look forward to working with our Parent Council to engage with parents and seek their sup-
port in helping Milne's High School continue to strive towards excellence.   

Parent Council Update 
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Group 2 - On the 11th September I and five other girls 

from S4 and two other groups took part in our final expedi-

tion for our Bronze Duke of Edinburgh. On Friday morning 

we met up at school and travelled to the Osprey Centre 

which would be our starting point. In the weeks leading up 

to the expedition we had to plan what food to bring and put 

the tents up.  Our final destination was Coylumbridge. 

Soon into our walk we reached woods where we had to be 

careful and read our map correctly. When we reached 

camp we quickly put the tent up and cooked ourselves 

some pasta with the trangia before it got dark. During the 

night the wind picked up and I was glad we had pegged 

the tent down well. Despite the wind we all had a pretty 

good sleep.  

 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 

Group 1 - Over all we enjoyed the whole experience of our bronze Duke of Edinburgh expedition but there 

were parts of it which we enjoyed the most. Sean said ñI enjoyed meeting people from other Duke of Edin-

burgh groups.ò On our first day of the expedition we met three other groups who were also taking part in Duke 

of Edinburgh and we chatted to two of them. Lauren said that her favourite part was ñDiscovering an area I 

thought I knew, and seeing it from totally different places!ò We had all been to Aviemore before but we hadnôt 

seen it in the way we did as we hiked through the Cairngorms. To be able to pass our expedition we had to 

have an aim and complete it. Our aim was to take a photo of something beginning with the letters of the al-

phabet from A-Z over the two days. We managed to do this and that was my most enjoyable moment of our 

expedition, having fun trying to figure out what we could do for each letter. Hannah Lawson (S4) 

 

After an early start we packed up and set off on our second days walk. The second day was harder as we 

were all tired and had sore feet but we had to keep going. Eventually we reached our destination just be-

fore five, relieved to take off our heavy rucksacks and rest our weary feet. I think I can speak for everyone 

by saying that we were all glad to get home to nice home cooked food. We would all like to thank Ms Tid-

dy for her support and giving up her free time.   Alina McClelland-Jones (S4) 

Here are some snippets of pupilsô 

achievements over the term. 

Matthew Henderson and Jamie Hay 

(S1) came third playing for their Buck-

ie based cricket team 

Iona MacLeod (S1) came sixth in the 

Edinburgh Highland Dance Champi-

onship 

Freya Paterson (S1) came second in 

a walk and run event for Parkinsonôs 

Jason Taylor (S1) won a pool com-

petition at his youth group 

Damien Sinclair (S5) was featured in 

The Northern Scot learning how to be 

a ghillie 

Shout It Out 

Milneôs Direction ï our very own dance troupe ï hosted an 

evening of dance at the end term in front of an impressed audi-

ence.  Fifteen dancers took to the stage to perform a range of 

dances accompanied by six singers.  The talented group per-

formed six dances including two whole group dances to 

óHairsprayô and óCrusinô for a Bruisinôô, a óWest Side Storyô in-

spired dance and dances choreographed by individual members 

of the troupe.  The group started rehearsing for the show at the 

start of term which led to an outstanding performance from all 

involved.  A grand total of Ã391 was raised through ticket sales, 

raffles and a collection for MND Scotland.  Former pupil Lucy 

Lintott, who is herself raising money for the charity, was on hand 

to watch the girls perform.  Well done to all of the girls who took 

part and to all of those who helped out in some way with the 

show.  The girls will definitely be putting on another show in the 

future so please watch this space for more news about that. 

Dance Show 
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Sports Round Up 

 

Kiah Flett (S4) has been going from strength to strength in her martial arts 

in recent months. She has competed in various competitions in Forres, 

Kinloss and Glasgow.  Competing in both Kickboxing and Tang Soo Do, 

Kiah has at recent competitions achieved the following:  at the Scottish 

Tang Soo Do Championships she won Gold in group form, Silver in nun-

chucks, Bronze for forms, Gold for Bo Staff and a surprise Gold in sparring.  

At the Scottish Open Kickboxing tournament she got a Bronze in Bo Staff 

and at the Kickboxing and Tang Soo Do Charity Open she got a Gold for 

sparring and a Bronze for forms in Tang Soo Do and Gold for king of the 

ring, Gold for tag team and Bronze for sparring in Kickboxing.  We wish 

Kiah all the best as she continues to compete. 

On Thursday 23 September, S1 and S2 pupils took part in 
an Inter house Orienteering Tournament in and around the 
school grounds.  The sun came out as pupils took off with 
the maps to find their way to various checkpoints around 
the course.  A massive well done also goes to the fourth 
year Sports Leaders Group who took responsibility for mar-
shalling the course and recording all the results on comput-
er. Thanks also go to Mike Rogers, Orienteering Develop-
ment Officer and his team of adult helpers from Moray Ori-
enteering, and to our Active Schools Coordinator, Donna 
Brown.  Munro came first in the Inter House competition 
with individual winners as follows:  First place boys, Joshua 
Standfast (S1), second Rori Keefe (S1) and third, Roddy 
Manson.  First place girls, Hannah Kingham (S1), second 
Niamh Whelan (S2) and third Kate Kinniburgh (S2).   Con-
gratulations to all of those who took part. 

 

 

Some pupils have been doing extremely well on the athletics front over the summer period.  Siobhan 

Kingham has taken first place in various events the length of the country.  She took part in the Scottish 

School Athletics Championships in Grangemouth coming away with Gold and a PB in the long jump and 

a Bronze in the high jump.  As a result of this Siobhan was selected for the Schools International Athlet-

ics Board competition.  She also came away with a Bronze in the triple jump at the Celtic games and 

Gold in both the long jump and the triple jump at the Scottish Age Group Championships.  Siobhan is 

hoping to move up to taking part in the heptathlon and we wish her all the best with that.  Andrew Stoker 

was also in action over the summer winning Bronze in the 200m at the Scottish Age Group Champion-

ships and Gold (along with a PB) in the 300m at the Scottish School Athletics Championships.   Finally, 

Grace Whelan took part in the Scottish School Athletics Championships coming third in the 1500m.   

Grace also took part in the Scottish Trials Championships held in Falkland in Fife.   Grace came an im-

pressive first in the U15 girlsô group competition. 

Athletics 

Martial Arts Success 

Orienteering 




